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Conciliation Bill.

INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND
ARBITRATION BILL.

SELECT COMMITTEE, EXTENSION.

How. J. M. SPEED moved that the
time for the presentation of the report of
the Select Committee on this Bill be
extended to the next Tuesday. He would
like to say that, although he was a mem:
ber of the Select Committee, he was not
in any way responsible for the delay.

Tae PRESIDENT: It was not neces-
sary for the hon. member to make that
gtatement. All he need do was to move
for an extension of time.

How. J. M. SPEED said he wished the
House to understand his position.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

TusCOLONIALSECRETARY moved
that the House do now adjourn.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE suggested
that as Tuesday next was to be a public
holiday, it would be a convenience to
hon. members if the House adjourned
until half-past seven in the evening
instead of half-past four in the after-
noon,

Tae COLONIATL SECRETARY
accepted the suggestion, and moved that
the House at its rising do adjourn until
the next Tuesday at hulf-past seven
o’clock, evening.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 530 o'clock
until the next Tuesday evening.

[ASSEMBLY.]  Ezporfation of Arms Bill.

Fegislatibe Assembly,
Thursday, 1st November, 1900.

Papers presented--Sessional Order—Guano Leases Bill
first resding—Exportstion of Arms Bill, second
reading, etc,.—Coolgurdie Exhibition Lands Repeal
Bill, second reading, ete. — Trustees {Colonial
Becuritdes) Bill, sevond ing, in Committee,
rerorted—Knlguorlie Hoads Tromways Bill,
select commitiee (change of member)—Cottesloe,
eic., Electric Light and Power Bill (private),
second reading (amendment passed, six months),
Pointa of Order—Distillation Bill, Council's Amend-
ments—Annual Estimates, in Committee of Supply,
Railways vote (debote adiowrned)—Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

PAPEERES PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Fire Brigades
Board, Report for 1899; 2, Perth Muni-
cipal Council, By-lawe (general traffic);
3, Metropolitan Waterworks Board,
Annual Report; 4, Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Bill, Cablegrams.

Ordered to lie on the table.

SESSIONAL ORDER.
ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY.

Tae PREMIER, in moving that Mon.
day be an additional sitfing (from 7-30
p.m. onward), said: There seems to be a
general consensus of opinion in favour of
meeting on Monday evening, in order to
expedile the work of the session.

Question put and passed.

GUANO LEASES BILL.
Introduced by the Premier (for the
Commissioner of Crown Lands}, and read
a first time.

EXPORTATION OF ARMS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Taz ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
K. W. Pennefather), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a Bill that has
been introduced, I may say, almost
simultaneously in all the other colonies,
to prevent the exportation of arms to
foreign countries with which Great
Britain may be at war. The initiation of
this legislation is due to the recent war in
China. Similar complications may arise,
and for the protection of the Queen’s
forces it bas been deemed advisable to
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introduce this measure to prevent the | on the shoulders of the Government.

exportation of arms from any of the
colonies under the circumstances meu-
tioned in the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Sie James G. Lee Steere took the
Chair (in the absence of Mr. Harper).

Bill passed through Committee without
debaie, reported without amendment, and
the veport adopted.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

COOLGARDIE EXHIBITION LANDS
REPEAL BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. 8ir J.
Forrest), in wmoving the second reading,
said : The object of this Bill is to revest
in the Crown the lands on which the
Coolgardie Exhibition was built. This
land was vested in the Municipality of
Ccolgardie, in order to raise money upon
it; and now the municipality wunt to get
back the £1,000 which they lent to
the Exhibition Commissioners, and the
Government have undertaken to recom-
mend the House to pay over the
£1,000, taking the land in liew. That
swin iz on the Estimates for this
year. The condition of the repayment is
that the land shall be revested in the
Crown, so that it may be used for any
other purpose. The municipality agreed
to this, and the Bill is introduced with
their concurrence, and with that object
in view.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : T doubt very much whether the
Government are making a good bargain
in taking back this land and paying the
municipality £1,000 for it. 1 do not
think the land is worth that amount.

Tue Premier: There are five acres.

Mz. VOSPER: The position of the
land is such that I do not think £1,000
will ever be received by the Government
for it, even although it is five acres.
Besides that, as far as iny memory serves
me, the municipality of Coolgardie pro-
mised to give £3,000 towards this Ex-
hibition; but instead of that it appears
they lent £1,000, and they propose
practically to leave the whole weight of

Now we are to have this piece of land for
£1,000, which amount is to be paid out
of the public funds. T am much inclined
to oppose the second reading of the Bill,

N&. WILSON (Canning): I do not
agree with the hon. member who has just
sat down, for the land is valuable, and
thereare buildings and timber on it. The
timber alone would cost £700 or £800.
Let us pay the £1,000, accept the liabilities
on the building, and take them over; and
if afterwards we want to sell the whole
thing for a couple of thousand pounds,
dare say we can find a buyer.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Sie Jas. G. Lee Steere took the
Chair,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, aud transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

TRUSTEES (Coroval Secyriries) BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather), in moving the second
reading, said : It will, I think, be within
the recollection of most of us that last
year the Imperial Parliament passed an
Act enabling trustees in the United

Kingdom to invest moneys in colonial

stocks; but in order to safeguard the
trustees, and give them every facility for
obtaining judgment and payment of that
judgment, if so required, the authority
was contingent on a reciprocating Act,
such as that 1 present to the House
this evening, being passed by the varivus
responsible colonies. In New Zealand
and Canada they have already passed an
Act similar to this. In South Australia
they bave a similar Act before the Legis-
lative Assembly ; and, from what I learn,
New South Wales and Victoria are
following suit, for they either have placed
or are in process of placing, such Bills as
this before their respective legislatures,
in order to give effect to the Imperial Act
under which trustees can, after the
pussing of this wmeasure, invest their
funds in the inseribed stock of the
colony. Tt will be seen that the Act

the cost of carrying ont this Exhibition | gives. increased” facilities enabling the
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trustees who invest these moneys in Gov- |

ernment stock to obtain judgment in
England without coming to this colouy
atall, and the obligation is imposed on
the Treasurer of the colony to satisfy
those judgments in England. Formerly,
in order to satisfy a judgment obtained
againgt the Government in England,
it was necessary to transfer it here,
and register it, but all that has been
done away with, and when once a
judgment is obtained in England it
becomes a charge upon the public
revenue of this colony, and must be
satisfied by the Colonial Treasurer. 1
think members will agree with me that
this is a proper and legitimate safeguard
to give to the people who for the first
time are permitted by the Imperial Act
to invest trust funds in the inscribed
stock of this country.

MR. InLiveworTH: What is the mean-
ing of Clause 4?

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is to say that if at any time hereafter
this Legislature ulters the terms of the
contract existing at the time the trustees
mvest their money in this stock, the
condition of the trustees shall not be
prejudiced by auch subsequent legislation,
and hen. members will see that is a very
legitimate protection for the benefit of
the trustees.

Mz. InuinaworTH: It is giving them
power to override the Aet in this colony.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
It is not essential in that respect, but it
is protecting the contract which exists
between the trusiees who invest and
the Government of this country. For
instance, if an investment in the stocks
of this colony were made under certain
conditions, say under existing conditions

which are considered fair by the investor,

and if this Parliament were to take any
action which would alter the conditions
under which the investment had been
made, the provisions in Clause 4 would
prevent this Parliament from altering the
contract so as to be different from what
had already been agreed upon. I beg to
move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

Me. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie): I wish to say a word with
regard to Clanse4. So far az my reading
of Parliamentary history and law goes, I
think this Parliament can have no right

[ASSEMBLY ]

Second reading.

to bind the action of future Parliaments
in this colony as to what they shall do
with regard to colonial securities or any-
thing else; and when we go on to say
that any such legislation passed by a
Parliament of this colony shall not be
assented to by Her Majesty, we may rest
assured that future Parliamenty will be
a8 honest as this Parliament, and will
not be likely to interfere with vested
rights; and we may alzo be sure that if
such interference be attempted, any Act
of Parliament in this colony which con-
templates such interference will be prop-
erly disallowed by Her Majesty without
our legislating to that effect in this Bill.
It appears to me to be contrary to all
Parbamentary principle to attempt to
prevent Her Majesty from using her
prerogative in such menner as Her
Majesty may think necessary, and nothing

that we can do will prevent it. I hope
Clause 4 will be struck out.
Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central

Murchison) : From what source have the

Government obtained this Bill ?
THe ATTORNEY (FENERAL:

copy of the New Zealand Act.

Mgz, Vosper: Clause 4, and all ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,

Me. ILLINGWORTH: I want to
say that the Tmperial Act which has
empowered trustees in England to invest
trust moneys in colonial securities is one
of the most desirable measures it is pos-
sible to conceive, so far as our finance is
concerned ; and it has been the desire of
Australian and other British colonies that
this privilege should be granted to people
who are willing to invest in colonial
securities. As a corollary to that, I can
quite understand that persons who do
invest trust moneys in colonial securities
should have the right to obtain their
judgment in London, where the invest-
ment is made; and that seems a neces-
gary procedure. With regard to Clause
4, by which the British Parliament is
permitied to veto the Acts of this Parlia-
ment-—

Tee Premier: Ouly in this matter,
in case the Parliament here wants to
break the contract.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : If the British
Government for the time being have the
power to veto the Acts of this Parlia-
ment, I think that is going a step too far;
but if it is to apply ouly to existing con-

It is a
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in Commitiee.

tracts, therc can be no particular objec- | TrE PrEMIEr: The meaning of the

tion. It is not likely, however, that any
Government or Parliament in this colony
would propose any legislation that might
interfere with existing contracts. T hope
not, ulthough we did something of the
kind the other evening in regard to the
MacArthur-Forrest business, and we did
it at the suggestion of the Aitorney
General. It may be in the interests of
this colony to do something of this kind
in reference to our bonds, at a future
time; and we may bhave the same
Attorney General recommending to Par-
liament the same course, which in my
opinion is utterly at variance with
ordinary process of law. The British
(Government are empowered by this Bill
to veto the Acts of this Parliament ; and
I would like to hear the opinion of the
only legal member of the House now
present, the member for North Murchison
(Mr. Moorhead). This is a legal point,
and I do not feel competent to discuss it;
but it seems to me to be 2 provision we
ought not to pass without clearly under-
standing it. Clause 4 gives power to the
British Puarliament to veto the Acts of
this Parliament. There are certain things
which the British Parliament has power
over now, and that is sufficiently trouble-
some at times; but to go further and say

that the British Parliament can interfere.

with our finance and veto some Act we
may pass in this colony, and for the
British Parliament to do that at their own
sweet will, is entering on a dangerous
course.

Tue PrEmiEr: We get a concession by
this Bill.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Yes; but itis
possible to get an advantage with one
bhand and to do much mischief with the
other. Clause 4 is a law point entirely.

Mp. Moogrean: I will give my opinion
in Committee.

Question puf and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Sir Jas. G. T.EE STEERE took the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 3, inclusive, agreed to.

Clause 4— Acts affecting securities may
be disallowed :

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked the
member for North Murchison to state
his opinion on this clavse. The Attorney
- General had not made the meaning clear.

clanse was as plain as a pikestaff.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It might be
as clear as mud, but he could not see the
meaning. What did it mean, anyhow ?

TaeE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
must be borne in mind that the moneys
which would be invested under this Bill
were trust moneys, and that hitherto
there had been a very conservative feeling
on the part of the Courts in the United
Kingdom against any investment of trust
moneys being made outside the immediate
jurisdiction of those Courts. Therefore
1t seemed to be a privilege for the benefit
of this country that trust funds in Eng-
land could be invested in the Government
securities of Western Australia and of
other British colonies. As to Clause 4, if
trust moneys were invested in colonial
securities nnder conditions existing to-day,
the contract of that investment was
determined by the vonditions then exist-
ing; and if in regard to investments in
the securities of this colony the Govern-
ment here were at any time hereafter to
attempt to vary that contract by altering
the conditions—because the Parliament
here had power to legislate on everything
affecting the colony, under certain re-
strictions—then those trustees who had
invested mnoney in our stocks under the
present conditions might have these con-
ditions altered Ly the Act of the local
Parliament, and if this were attempted
to be done without the consent of the
investing trustees, such alteraticn would
be a violation of the contract. There-
fore the object of this clause was to
prevent that. The application of the
clause was general. Anyone who bought
a security in our stocks, under this Bill,
could assign his contract to anyone else
in the ordinary way.

Me. Moran: Subject to fluctuation in
the value of the stock.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
had nothing to do with the fluctuation in
value, but was solely a question of inter-

" fering with the conditions of the contract

a8 made at the time of investing the
money.

Me. Wirnson : Might not this Bill be
disallowed by Her Majesiy ?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAIL: This
Bill did not affect the Constitution, and
for that reason it was not likely to De
disallowed, although of course it might
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be disallowed. Hon. members would see
that this Bill, and the objects contem-
plated by it, were entirely in the interests
of this colony, and that the Bill sought
to give necessary protection to those who
invested in the securities of this colony.

Mr. KINGSMILL asked for explana-
tion as to the causes which night lead
the Imperial Parhament to take action in
this maiter.

Tae PrEMiER: The Parliaument of this
colony might tax the interest, and the
British Parliament would not consider
that a fair thing to do.

Me. EINGSMILL: Would the Bill
affect the consolidation of our loans?
‘What would be the probable tauses of
the Imperial Government intervening?
It was desirable that the meaning of the
clause should be made more clear.

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sup-
pose the stock had a currency of 30
years : if the Parliament of this colony
attempted to shorten or extend that period,
this Bill would prevent that being done,
as it would be an alteration of the con-
ditions under which the contract was
made.

Tpe PREMIER: Even without this
clause, there was no doubt the royal veto
prevailed in a case where the interesta of
persons living outside the colony were
affected by any Act done by a Parliament
of this colony. That was the class of
Bill which colonial Governors were
instructed to reserve. The clause was
inserted to show the people of the mother
country that this colony was most anxious
to protect the British investor by per-
mitting any unjust colonial Act of our
Parliament affecting his securities to be
“ properly disallowed.”

Mgr. MORAN: The tem or eleven
millions of West Australian Government
stock now beld was not subject to this
protection. "Would not the clause be
retrospective, and apply to all our Gov-
ernment stock ?

Tue PreEmMiER: Was there any reason
for breaking a contract ?

Tae ATroeNey GEvERAL: The clause
was simply declaratory of the law on the
subject.

Me. MORAN: No. 1t practically
prohibited an English holder of West
Australian stock who came to this colony
from being charged income tax, and
might injuriously interfere with the con-

[ASSEMBLY.]

. Committee.

solidation of Australian leans or with the
Government buying back their stock, for
either of these operations might be looked
on by the Imperial Government as an
interference with a contract.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Bill could
not possibly apply to the gquestion of
interest.

Tee ATToRNEY (GENERAL: Supposing
the place of payment of interest were
changed, would not that be an alteration
in the contract?

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : No.

TaE ArToRNEY GENERAL; Yes.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Attorney
General’s explanation was incomplete.
Only a small proportion of our stock was
held by trustees, and the clause would
extend to all stock-bolders a privilege
they did not now possess. A judgment
given now against thig colony in England
must be registered in Perth before the
Government were bound to pay. It might
be proper that trust-fund investors in cur
stock should bave a right to recover and
enforce judgment against the Agent
General in London ; but the Bill extended
the principle to the whole of the money
the colony had borrowed, and the Agent
General might be made to pay half a
million in London without any appro-
priation being first made by this House.
There was no objection to any honest
judgment being satisfied in London, but
it should be clearly understood that the
clause provided for such payments with-
out reference to this colony. It was
estimated there was some 70 millions of
trust moneys in Great Britain for invest-
ment in certain specific securities, amongst
which colonial stocks were not previously
included. 'To secure their inclusion, we
should be prepared to malke some sacrifice,
but the clause was making the law regard-
ing trust moneys so invested the same as
as that governing ordinary losn funde.
Apparently the clause simply sought to
extend the Queen's prerogative in regard
to this particular Bill.

TaE ATTORNEY (JENERAL: Yes.

Mg. Morarv: The Bill, when passed,
could not be repealed without the congent
of the Iroperial Parliament.

Me. KINGSMILL: Clause 4 appar-
ently provided that certain future Acts
might be disallowed by Her Majesty.
‘Why not confine that provision to this
Bill? Otherwise, if in the opinion of the
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Imperial Parliament thig colony had * out-
run the constable” and was continuing
to borrow money, thus depreciating the
value of our Government stocks, Acts
authorising such furthur borrowing might
be disallowed. Better strike out **injuri-
ously affects the holders of Western
Anustralia Government securities, or.”

Tae ATTorNEY (JENEERAL: Better put
in the word “and ” instead of ““ or.”

Me. EINGSMILL: If the roval pre-
rogative were intended to affect this Bill
only, why did the clauseread “ that Act”
instead of  this P”

Mr. Moran: Better drop the Bill till
next gesson.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only question was whether the clause was
too wide in its application. The question
arose whether, if this clanse were elimi-
nated altogether, it would interfere to
any material extent with the conmstitu-
tional law on the subject; and in his
opinion this would not alter it oue iota.
There musi have been a reason why the
clause was inserted in New Zealand and
Canada, as a kind of finger-post to indi-
cate to anyone hereafter that this sort of
thing wuost not be done. If the Com.
mittee were with him, there would be no
harm in omitting the clause altogether.
He moved that Clause 4 be struck out.

Mr. MORAN: It might be well to
postpone this matter for a day or two, so
that members might look up the debates
on the subject in both South Australia
and New Zealand.

Mz. VOSPER: Tf this matter was to
be postponed, the Speaker might with
advantage look into the question. He
(Mr. Vosper) had an impression that in
Todd or May there was a statement as to
inability to bind future Parliaments.
Before we decided, we might take the
Speaker’s ruling on that point.

Amendment put and passed, and the
report adopted.

KALGOORLIE ROADS BOARD TRAM-
WAYS BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Mer. PIESSE moved that the member
for East Perth (Mr. James) be discharged
from attendance on the select committee,
and the member for Central Murchison
{Mr. Nlingworth) be added in lieu.

Tae SPEAKER: This was not exactly
the proper time to do what was proposed,
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Cottesloe Light Bill. 1403

but he would put the motion if the House
had no objection.
Question put and passed.

COTTESLOE, Ere, ELECTRIC, LIGHT
AND POWER BILL (PRIVATE).
SECOND READING (MOVED).

Mz. MOORHEAD (North Murchi-
gon), in twoving the second reading, said :
I do not propose to say anything in con-
nection with the Bill beyond the fact that
practically the oeasure is a repetition of
the provisions of an Act passed last year
empowering another company to supply
that district with both electric light and
gas. The evidence given before the
Select Committee showed that the
former company, for some time at any
rate, took practically very few ateps to
carry out the powers conferred upon
them. It is true the company have up
to 1902 to comply with the conditions of
the Act, but up to the time the committee
prepared its report in connection with the
present Bill no practical steps had been
taken to carry out the measure I have
alluded to. We heard a great deal the
other evening when the committee reported
to the House, and it was intimated at any
rate that some opposition would be urged
against the present measure, but, as I
have already wtimated, I prefer to reserve
any remarhs I have to make in connec-
tion with the Bill until I have heard the
opinions of hon. members. The Bill
itself in its provisions protects the rate-
payers, and it also compels within a
reasonable time the initiation of the
works. The fact that it is in the hands
of the promoters whose names are
attached to the petition is a sufficient
guarantee, I think, that the works will
be carried out within the time specified
in the Bill. I formally, move the second
reading of the Bill.

M=e. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : I promised, when the considera-
tion of the select committee’s report was
before the House, that on the second
reading of the Bill I would move an
a.meudment that the Bill be read *this
day six months,” and I intend to carry
out that promise. In the first place, the
member for North Murchison (Mr. Moor-
bead) has pointed out that the company
which passed the original Bill were
allowed till 1902 in order to carry ocut
their work. If Parlinment allowed them
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till 1902 to avail themselves of the terms
of the Bill, it is obvious that Purliament
must have considered this a reasonable
period ; therefore, until April of 1902
expired, it would be highly unjust to
interfere with that company's rights.
Praclically speaking, there was a contract
with those prowoters, who were allowed
until 1902 to fulfil their portion of the
contract. Leaving out all extraneous
matter, and assuming that the company
* have not done anything, as the mover
bas said, then the only complaint lodged
against the company is that they have
not yet undertaken what they have been
allowed till 1902 to carry out. There is
evidence to show that at leart they have
taken some preliminary steps; but the

have nearly two years yet, and not tiﬁ
that time has elapsed should they be
interfered with by any act of the Legis-
lature. Yet, before one-third of the time
allowed Ly Parliament has expired, we

find a Bill introduced into this House

which would have the effect of utterly
destroying the rights conferred upon that
company by Parliament; and I contend
that to pass a Bill of this description
would be to perpetrate a manifest injus-
tice. I have confidence in the good sense
of this House, when I plead for dne pro-
tection to be afforded to this company.
It matters nothing to me nor to members
generally by which of the two companies
the work is done, because in the inlerests
of the distriet and the country generally
we desire to see the work carred out;
but we cannot fail to notice the fact that
we have already allowed a certain time
for the carrying out of this work, and it
would not be fair to break the conditions
deliberately laid down until those persous
have had full opportunity of complying
with the conditions made. The promoters
have placed in my hands a memorandom,
in which they say:

The promoters of the Cottesloe Lighting
and Power Private Act, 1899, having been
granted certain rights and privileges by the
Legislature of Western Australis under the
said Act, and acting under the provisions
thereof, have lodged with the Government the
sum of £140 as a guarantee for the fulfilment
of the requirements of the said Act.

Me. MoormeaD: They got a “ pro-
visional order.”

Mr. VOSPER: I think the money is
in the hands of the Government vet. It
is a mere quibble to say they paid the

[ASSEMBLY.)

Second reading.

money to obtain the provisional order,

- and not to obtain the passing of the Act.

The memorandum continues:

They also have expended the sum of £150 in
the purchase of a eite for the works, and have
engaged Mr. Hoare, late assistant manager of
the Perth Gas Cowpany, at a salary of £300
per annum, and further bhave incurred other
liabilities in connection with the undertaking,
amounting to over £200. The promoters urge
these facts as satisfactory guarantees of good

- faith. The Legislatuva having specified a time

within which the works showld be completed
by the promoters, and that time nob expiring
until the 30th April, 1902, the promoters
respectfully submit that the Legislature should
not grant duplicate powers within the same

* districts until such time as they, the promo-

ters, have shown their inability to carry out
the obligations imposed on them by the said
Act. ‘The fact that Parliament fixed the Limit
ag above indicates that the time allowed is
reasonable, and that the promoters should be
allowed the time thereby granted. The pro-
moters would respectfully point ont that the
diatricts mentioned being at the present time
sparsely populated it would be an impossibility
for two companies to operate successfully
therein.

Therefore if we pass the present Bill, it
means that we shall be practically confis-
cating the rights of the cumpany, and
that the powers we granted to them in
1899 will become nnll and void, and their
Act so much waste paper; not in conse-
quence of anything disclosed in the
evidence, but because the company have
not done in 12 months what the Legisla-
ture allowed them three yearstodo, The
memorandum continues :

The promoters undertake to supply both

electric current and gas, whereas the Bill
objected to provides for the supply of elec-
tricity only.
The member for North Murchison the
other night was guilty of an error in
speaking on this Bill, as he said the
original mensure provided only for the
supply of gas. As a matter of fact, the
Bill provides for the supply of both gas
and electricity. This memorandum also
BRYS 1—

If this Bill is passed, the promoters of the
Cottesloe Lighting and Power (‘ompany would
not be justified in proceeding further, and the
district would lose its only chance of the
supply of gns for cooking and heating purposes,
which they are looking forward to. It would

. be impossible to establish a company to supply

gas, if it had to compete with an established
electric light monopoly. The Cottesloe Light-
ing and Power Company would have been
worldng by this time had it not heen for the

. action of the promoters of the present Bill in
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advertising their intention to apply to Parlia-

ment for & Bill giving similar electric lighting
righta and privileges to those granted by the
Legislature to the promoters of the Cottesloe
Lighting and Power Private Act. The said
advertisement appeared on the 13th of April
lagt, just a little over three months after the
passing of the said private Act.

Tt will be seen that no sconer had an Act
been passed in this House, thun these
rival promoters advertised their intention
to apply for an Aect; and the undertaking
was engineered by one of the original
promoters of the original company; the
result being that the promoters of the
original company have been unable to
raise the necessary capital; and that has
been their position ever since.

POINTS OF ORDEE.

Mr. Moraw: I rise to a point of
order. I notice with some regret that
every time this Bill is discussed, com-
munications are sent from the Strangers’
Gallery to the hon. member on my left
{(Mr. Moorhead). I think that is a bad
practice for anyone to adopt, to furnish
information to members of this House.
It is a practice which I think we ought
not to permit, and the sooner the Speaker’s
attention is drawn to it the better.

TrHE SPEAEKER: I quite agree with the
hon. member. I think itis a reprehensible
practice, and should not be done.

Mg. Voseer: I cun only say 1 am
glad to find T am not the guilty party on
this occasion. As I was saying the
position iz

Me. MoorHEAD: As an interesting
point of order, may I ask you, Mr
Speaker, if it is in order for the promoters
to stand outside the entrance to the
members’ inclosure, and hand a document
to my friend who is now reading to the
House?

Twue Speaxer: Does the hon. member
mean that this hag been done here in the
House ?

Mg. MoorHEAD: No.

THE SPBAXER: We cannot take cogni-
sance of what occors outside the Housa.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Mz. VOSPER: As far as I am con-
cerned, the document I am reading to the
House was handed to me in a draper’s
establishment called the © Bon Marché,”
and I am not aware that the “Bon
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Marché ” is in any way connected with |
Parliament or comes within the scope
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of its proceedings. The argument I was
endeavouring to ilustrate (before this
interlude) was that within three months
of the passing of the original Bill, pro-
ceedings were taken before Parliament
for the purpose of passing a rival Bill;
and that interference has had the effect
of destroying all chance these people had
of raising the capital to carry out the
purpose of the original Bill, and they have
been kept back ever since by this interfer-
ence. If the original company are going
to obtain more capital to cary out the
work, and the work is to be doue efficiently,
this Bill should be rejected. As long as
the House contemplate going against the
provisions conferred by the Bill of 1899,
it will be impossible to raise the necessary
money. Hvenif thesecond Bill be passed,
the result will be precisely the same, for
it will simply voean that there will be two
rival companies, and both will meet with
the same result, for neither will succeed,
and between two stools the people of Cot-
tesloe and the neighbourhood will fall to
the grounr. The passing of thesecond Bill
will result in neither company being able
to carry out the system of clectric light-
ing and gas supply, and such system will
be indefinitely postponed. Then the
memoranduin goes on to say :—

There is no doubt the company already

authorised will be fioated, the shares having
been fully underwritten, conditionally that
the privileges sought for by the prezent appli-
cants are not granted; and the worka will be
completed for supplying both electric current
and gas within the time specified in the
private Act referred to. The pendency of the
present Bill alone blocks the way.
I shall not trouble the House by reading
the remainderof this memorandum, except
to give the statement put forth by the
promoters, that

The extended scheme will, so far as the

districts are concerned, consist only of wire
connections, the generating machinery being
at Fremantle.
I do not desire to detain the House with
arguments pro and contra with regard to
the advantages or disadvantages of this
compuny as compared with the other
company ; but what I do urge is that
the House having once granted powers
and rights to certain promoters of a local
undertaking, we ought to abide by our
contract made with those promoters, and
allow them to proceed uninterruptedly
with their” work until April, 1902,
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Tae PREMIER : There was no monopoly

ranted.

Mzr. VOSPER : No; there was not;
but if an individual made an agreement
with me to allow me seven days to carry
out a contract, I should be much annoyed
if that individual came to me after and
asked me to complete the contract in two
days. The House is practically in the
same position, by having made a contract
with the original company; and unless
they are allowed time to carry out their
andertaking and obtain the necessary
capital, we shall hardly be fulfilling our
contract with them, and in addition to
that they will have heen put to a Jarge
amount of unnecessary expense. I beg
to move, as an amendment :

Thbat the Bill be read a second time thisday
gix months,

M=z. JAMES (East Perth): My sym-
pathies are entirely with those who bhave
obtained the existing rights, and my
desire has been that they should bhave
every possible opportunity of presenting
their case before the select committee
which has been inquiring into this matter.
But I canmot shut my eves to the fact
that the local body most concerned, so
far as they have expressed an opinion,
have not raised any opposition to the
promoters of the Bill now beforeus. On
the contrary, I believe the lecal body
want to see hoth concessivms granted.
‘We have had placed before us a petition
which shows that the residents in that
locality are very desirous of having the
electric light, although it is also their
desire to have gas for purposes other
than lighting. The owners of the exist.
ing right under the Bill of last session
have not proceeded with their undertak-
ing with that energy which Mr. Crowder
and Mr. Hoare bave since brought to
bear in regard to their opposition to this
Bill; and if they had shown the same
energy in the first instance, they would
not now find thewselves in the position
they are in to-day. The complaint they
make is that by reason of the pendency
of the present Bill, they have been unable
to obtain the necessary capital from per-
sons in England who were inclined to sup-
port them in this undertaking, and who are
said to regard the undertaking with some
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hesitation because they think the district

is not sufficiently large to warrant two !

electric lighting companies attempting at

I

Second reading.

the same time to supply electric light. It
must be evident that in regard to the
company whick is promoting this Bill,
they are likely to have far more capital
than the local company can command ;
and as the principal argument of those
who hold the existing rights is that they
have not been able to obtain the capital
because of this threatened competition, it
appears to me that the difficulty will not
be less by waiting another year, but that
they will still have to face the same diffi-
culty, seeing that the promoters of this
Bill have stated their intention that, in
the event of wot getting the Bill passed
this year, they intend to apply to Parlia-
ment again next year for this concession.
To defer the matter for twelve months,
therefore, will not relieve the local company
from their present difficulty, Lut will
rather increase it. If this House has to
consider the same application next year,
will this Parliament be justified in taking
up the position it may tuke now in saying
this Bill ought to be delayed in order to
give the company who hold the existing
concession further time to carry ouf their
undertaking, and raise the necessary
capital. If these arguments ad miseri-
cordiam are good and valid to-day for
protecting the rights of the local company
against this threatened competition, then
these arguments must be good for all
time, for we may in the future have to
take the same position and refuse to give
any rights to competing companies on the
ground that existing companies have not
had suflicient time m which to carry ot
their undertakings. When this applica-
tion comes before us next year, as it may
do, the present arguments of those who
hold the existing rights will not then be
available to them; but in that case the
local company will still have the same
trouble and difficulty, and will have to
face the same position; so, unless some
new arguments were adduced next year,
this House would presumably give to the
promotersof thiz Bill the powers which they
now seek, and those powers when granted
to this company twelve months hence
wounld be just as injurious to the existing
company, indeed more injurious than they
will be now, because the existing company
will have spent more money on the under-
taking, and will still have to face the
same competition. It iz a natural posi-
tion for those who hold the existing



Cotlesloe Light Bill :

rights to object to the application which
is now made under this Bill; yet I do
ask hon. members not to overlook the
fact that there is no special feature in
this connection and in regard to these com-
panies which gives added weight to these
objections. They are objections which
are always brought forward by those
whose interests are being interfered with
by competition, and there'is no reason
why these objections should not prevail
in every case, if they are to prevail in
this case. The wiehes of the local

authority, so far as they have been’

expressed, should, I think, be regarded
by this House; and the local authority
are not opposed to the granting of this
concession. 'Those hon, members who
know the holders of the existing rights,
who know them as friends or respect
them as acquaintances, must feel a large
amount of sympathy with them in their
present position. On the other hand,
the company which is now applying for
this concession is an English company
that bas no local friends, and naturally
we sympathise more with the persons we
know and respect than with prowoters
of an undertaking who are not connected
with the district. But I do think we
ought to eliminate that feature from our
minds. Here is a concession not opposed
by the local authority, and the conces-
sion, if granted, will tend to increase the
conveniences of the district.
that position, we have urged upon us
arguments which, if good at all, will be
good twelve months or two years hence.
The company promoting the present Bill
have expressed their delermination to
apply next year for this concession
if they fail to obtain it this year.
Therefore all the objections and dangers
which are felt now in regard to
those who hold the existing rights will
arise next year, when the present
applicants come again for this concession.
It 18 said that those who own the present
rights will have their works ready by that
time. Well, the more money they will
then have expended on the works, so
much the more will they have at stake
when they have to face this competition
which is threatened by the English
company who are applying for this con-
cession ; therefore all the more injury will
that competition do them. We know that
a local company representing (I under-
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stand) some #£16,000 of capital cannot
have the same resources of capital at
their command as will an English com-
pany which is undertaking to carry out
not only this work, but which will have
concessions in Fremantle, and may also
apply for concessions in East and North
Fremantle, and will therefore be in a
position to compete successfully with any
local company that may be established.
We know the narrow limits of our local
money market, and if there is a doubt as
to whether the company holding the
existing rights can carry out their under-
taking, we must see that the English
company who are now applying for this
concession will be able next year to do
far greater injury to the holders of the
present rights than they can do to them
now, because more money will then
have been expended on the under-
taking by those who have not hitherto
been able to carry out their intention.
These are facts we should bear in mind.
My sympathies are entirely with the
original promoters, who have the present
rights; they are personal friends of mine,
for whom I have endeavoured to do my
best ; but I think, in the best interests of
these who hold the present rights them-
s‘f_ll‘ilres, we shall be wise in passing this

1.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : I ghould like to point out that
the company to whom we gave certain
rights last year propose to supply not
only electric light but gas. We have got
into the way of imagining that electric
light is the highest pionacle at present
reached for illuminating purposes; but
those who have noted the signs of the
times will remember that some of the
largest cities in Gureat Britain, out-
side of London, are getting rid of electric
light in favour of gas, and that some of
the continental cities are doing the same.
The cost of electric light must be reduced
to something like 2id. per unit, instead
of 8d. or 9d. as at present. The original
compuny propose to supply both gas and
electric light; and although it is argued
that the local company will not he able to
complete their work, which may be so,
yet I would suggest that this will not
njuriously affect the people of the dis-
trict. The persons applying under this
Bill are proposing—indeed I think they
have the right already—to instal electrie
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light in Fremaatle; and they intend to
bhave their works at Fremantle and to
extend their sphere of operations to this
particular district. Then supposing the
awmendment be carried that the Bill be
read this day six months, it will give
the original company an opportunity of
seeing what they can do, while it will not
delay the new company at all, because
they will go on with their works at all
events in Fremantle, and will be enabled
to get so far ahead. Nor do I see how
the throwing out of the Bill can injuri-
ously affect the district. DBut even if it
do, we have given certain rights to a
lighting company, and every hon. member
who considers the subject will know that
the essentinl element of gas und electric
lighting is that as large an area as pos-
sible shall he in the hands of one com-
pany. This proposition, therefore, would
undoutedly be in favour of the old com-
pany, who propose to supply both gas
and electricity.
for which electricity is not sc suitable as
gas. We have given certain rights to
the original company, and I think we
ought, in fairness, to give the company
an opportunity of trying what they can
do, and I do not think the new company
will be injuriously affected by the short
delay. In view of these considerations,
I shall support the amendment of the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper).

Me. WILSON (Canning): I do not
think any member of this House wishes
to create a monopoly either in electric
lighting or in gas in any district. We
have to consider how far competition of
this sort will affect the public. We
cannot close our eyes to the fact that in
the old country the Board of Trade is
very chary indeed about granting dupli-
cate powers in matters of this kind. The
argument has held good that if too much
competition iz brought to bear in the
matter of lighting, the cost to the general
public is not permanently reduced. For
a time the price may Dbe lowered, but
eventually the companies are bound to
come together, with the result that the
public pay. However, as I believe in
competition, I do not wish to advance
that argument in connection with this
Bill, excepting to point out that this
is a sparsely-populated district. We
have not at Cottesloe a large city, an
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There are many things,
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immense population, able to support two
companies of this sort; and I am strongly
of opinion that the first company which
gets its works erected will remain in that
district for several or for many years to
come. What was the power conferred
last year on the original company ? The
right to erect gasworks and electric
lighting plant; indeed, I think we bound
them to supply both illuminants ; and we
gave them nine months in which to com-
mence the arection of their works, That
nine months, I think, expired on the
1st October last; but the Act contains a
clause empowering the local authorities
to extend the time, and I understand the
company received an extension for three
monthe, which carries them up to the
1st January next; so that they are well
within their powers, and have not yet
made a breach of contract; for if they
commence erecting their works any time
before the lst January, they will have
obeyed the provisions of the Act. There-
fore T think in fairness to the original
company we ought to delay the passing
of this Bill till next session. I agree
with the last speuker that to throw out
the Bill ecannot affect the company now
a.ppl{ling for power to supply electricity
in this digtrict. The Select Commitice
report that tbhe company, if refused the
present, application, will certainly apply
to the House next session for similar
power. They may or may not do so.
My opinion is they will not apply if the
original company bave in the meantime
erected works, for I think the new com-

y will be content with establishing
their works at Fremantle for the supply
of Fremantle and suburbs. I do not
think we should take this threat or pro-
mise into consideration. We want to
treat both companies justly, and to
give the inhabitants of the locality the
best and cheapest light procurable. If
I thought the pessing of this Bill to-
night would assure the people of Cot-
tesloe getting the light any sooner than
under the original Act passed last vear,
I should vote for this Bill; but I do not
think that would be the result. I think
the best thing we can do is to delay this
Bill till next session, see what the onginal
company can do in the way of erecting
their plant and supplying light; and
then, if they fail, let the new company
come forward again for power, when



Cottesloe Light Bill.

undoubtedly that power will be granted.
In the circumstances, I must vote against
the second reading.
Mz MOORHEAD (North Murchison):
1 hold no brief for the present a}:»plicants.
I am simply supporting the Bill because
of the impression left on my mind by the
evidence adduced before the Select Com-
mittee, evidence which, T am sorry to say,
the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) has not read.
reading the evidence, the hon. member
confines his attention to a pamphlet put
into his bands. Had he read the evi-
dence, he would have gleaned that there
was sufficient proof adduced to leave on
one’s mind the impression I now wish to
convey to the House. There wae nothing
before the committes to disclose that the
original company took any active step
whatever, for a considerable time, to
carry out the rights given them under
the original Bill. = The company or syndi-
cate produced evidence to show that
they had recently engaged a manager,
Mr. Hoare, at a salary, I think, of £300;
but it turned out that Mr. Hoare was
with the original promoters—he was a
gentleman whose service could have been
at the disposal of the syndicate from its
very initiation. Mr. Hoare is a practical
man ; he was engaged for a particular
purpose, to cauvas for support in the
district ; and the result of his canvas
was that be obtained something like
3,000 shares in a share capital of £30,000.
The company required something like
£20,000 or £30,000 to carry out their
scheme, and in 12 months’ time they had
obtained subscribers to the amount of
£3,000. Secondly, not one iota of the
wachinery was ordered ; and, thirdly—as
- I saad the other evening and shall repeat
now—the original idea of the company
wag a gas supply. There was produced
before the Select Committee one of their
prospectuses which dealt solely with the
supply of gas to this district; and it was
only when this new company came for-
ward with a propesal for electricity that
a supplementary prospectus was issued
by the old company offering to supply
that illuminant also. Further, the Select
Committee had before them a petition of
residents in the district, most influen-
tially signed, embracing nearly all the
residents of amy importance, at least
those whe would take electricity; and

Instead of
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they had also the qualified approval of
the roads beards of this district. I have
every sympathy with the original pro-
moters; and my sympathy would be
greater had I evidence fo warrant my
coming to the conclusion that they were
really bond fide in their intention of
carrying out that contract. But the
evidence left the impression on my mind
that they were in the same position as
ordinary company promoters; they were
hawling about their concession, were
unable to get sufficient subscribers, and
there was little prospect of their being
able to carry out their scheme. For
these reasons, I cannot wupport .the
amendment.

Mg. Vospsr: The other fellows also
are hawking their prospectus.

Ms. MOORHEAD : But they are in
existance.

Amendment (that the Bill be read this
day six months) put, and passed on the
voices. :

Bill thus arrested.

DISTILLATION BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of seven amendments made
by the Legislative Council considered.

IN COMMITTEE,

Sir Jas, G. Ly Sreerk took the
Chair.

No. 1—Clause 9, line 24, strike out “at his
office in Perth” and ingert at his principal
office.”

No. 2-—Clause 13, lines 15 and 16, strike cut
“at his office in Perth” and insert “at his
principal office.”

No. 3—Clause 19, line 1, after “distillery"’
insert * licensed under this part.”

No. 4—Clanse 22, line 21, strike out* at his
office in Perth " and insert ‘“at his principal
office.”

No. 5—Clause 38, line 8, strike out “fresh
water from salt.”

No. 6—New Clause, to stand as Clause 83 :—

Any person aggrieved by any order or
conviction of a Justice under this Act may
appeal against euch order or conviction
under the provisiona of “ The Police Act,
1892, with respect to appeals.

No. 7—Fourteenth Schedule, line 7, strike
out “ £5” and insert “ 10s.” Line 8, strike out
the whole line and insert the following: “ For
avery license to distil water, 13.”

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendments had been made and sug-
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gested by the Government since the
Bill left this House, and they were com-
paratively speaking of an unimportant
character. He proposed to accept them.
The first was an alteration as to the
situation of the office of the Chief Inspector
of Distilleries. In the Bill as it left this
House that office was mentioned as being
in Perth, whereas, as a matter of fact, the
office was at Fremantle. In order to
provide for which ever place the office
might be in, this amendment had been
introduced, striking out the words “at
his office in Perth™ and inserting “at
his principal office,” without designating
where the office was. The same upplied
to Nos. 2 and 4. The third amendment
defined wiore particularly that the license
granted under that particular portion of
the Bill applied only to that part of the
Bill. By the fifth amendment there was
no distinction to be made between fresh
water and salt. There was a new clause
giving power to appeal under the Bill,
and that was a salatary provision which
he commended to the Committee. By
the seventh amendment a license fee had
been reduced from £5 to 10s. In the
South Australian Act the amount was £35,
and by this amendment we reverted to the
original sum. By the last amendment
line 8 of the 14th schedule was struck
‘out and the following inserted: « for
every license to distil water, 1s The
object of that amendment was to effect
registration, so that the Distillery Officer
should kmow who had stills throughout
the whole of the community. It was
mervely passed for the purpose of having
a complete register of the stills in use.
He moved that the amendments he agreed
to.

Amendments put and passed.

Resolution reported, and *the report
adopted.

At 620, the SpEARER left the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

IN COMMITTEE GOF SUPPLY.
Resumed from 18th October, fifth day.
Sir Jas. G. Lee Steere took the

Chair.
Ratnways anp TramMmways DEPART-
MmeENT (Hon. B. C. Wood, Commissioner).

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways vote.

Vote — Railways and
£840,571

Mz. PIESSE (Williams): In rising
to speak in this debate, without the
respensibility of a Minister, in regard to
the important vote which was being dis-
cussed, he felt that it would be well that
thiz discussion should not close without
a few remarks from him on those matters
with which lie was perhaps 1nore in touch
than any other member of the Com-
mittee. It would probably be well to
afford a little information in regard to
various matters which had transpired
during the past year when he had been
Cownmissioner of Railways, more especi-
ally relating to the working of the
railways and to the report of the General
Manager. This report embraced the
period of his admimstration during the
past year; and although his successor
had taken up the work of the department,
still the new Commissioner would prob-
ably agree with him in giving the
statement he was about to give in regard
to some matters that had cropped up
concerning this department. During the
past year, as would appear from the
report, no new railways had been opened,
and consequently the mileage had not
been increased as compared with the
previous year. The capital amount,
however, had Dbeen increased to the
figures stated in the veport, namely
£6,856,000; but this increase was
accounted for by additions to rolling-
stock, also additions and improvements
to opened railway, and Dby general
improvements made in connection with the
construction of the railways; these various
things bringing up the total to the amount
stated in the report. Comment bad been
made at various times in regard to the
low ¢ost at which our railways had been
constructed, and on the goldfields espe-
cially those persons who had given some
attention to the matter and thought they
were in & position to offer a definite
opinion bhad stated that most of the rail-
ways in this colony were constructed at
the expense of the -goldfields. Tt might
appear to those who had taken the trouble
to go into figures that the difference
between the estimated cost of these works
and the amount at which the works were
actually carried out would probably be
considerable ; but taking the capital cost
at £6,856,000, it would be found that

Tramways,
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the difference between the estimated cost
and the actual cost amounted to some.
thing like £378,000. In other words, if
the railways had been constructed at the
estimated cost, and taking the ordinary
traffic that would be on these railways
and not the abnormal traffic which we hed
seen in some cases, the contractors would
have received £378,000 more than they
actually received from the Government
for the whole of the railwaya constructed.

Mp. Morax: That was for the whole
system ?

Me. PIESSE: For the whole system,
thus bringing the total cost of the rail.
ways up to £7,234,363. So that, though
much had been said as to the goldfields
having paid for their railways, when the
cost of such railways was compared with
the capital cost of the railways as a
whole, the former amount would, after
all, be found not very considerable. Some
mention had been recently wmade, by the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans),
regarding the public debt and the colony’s
position generally; and that bon. mem-
ber had said, if the railways, as a going
concern, were sold upon the English
market, they would realise a sum sufficient
to pay the whole of the public debt of the
colony. Such would undoubtedly be the
tuse, and the figures he (Mr. Piesse)
would quote to-might would show that the
railways, if sold, would furnish a good
investment. Take the ecredit balance
remaining after puying working expenses
last year. The balance was £398,000.
That would provide interest at 33 per
cexnt. on a capital value of a little over 11
millions, and would offer a very good
investment to the capitalist. Nor must it
be forgotten that though 3% per cent. was
not, in our eyes, a high rate of interest;
still, in the eyes of British investors it
was a very reasonable return, for which
they would be glad to advance their
money. Further, it must be remembered,
if our railways were in the hands of the
British investor and were worked by a
company instead of by the State, they
would be worked at much less cost. [Mr.
IrrivaworTH : A great admission.] The
admission was made to point out to hon.
members that the public of the colony,
through Parliament, asked for much to
be done by the Government which would
not be done by private companies. That
was why the working expenses of the
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railways were in a great measure dispro-
portionate to the income

Tre PrEmiEr: A private company
would not tolerate interference by Parlia-
ment.

Mr. PIESSE : No; they would doubt-
less carry on their business in a way to
suit themselves, and would not take the
colony into consideration. Consider an
instance recently under the notice of the
House—the Perth Electric Tramways, a
private enterprise undoubtedly conducted
touch cheaper than if in the hands of
the Grovernnment, for the company carried
on their work without political inter-
ference, and consequently with much
greater economy than the State could
achieve. Regarding tbe result of the work-
ing of the railways for the past year he
would like for the purposes of comparison
to refer to three periods—the year 1890,
the year 1896, when he took office as
Commissioner, and the year 1900. In
1890, the date of the introduction of
Responsible Government, the railways
were a small concern ; yet that was only
ten years ago after all, & very short period
in the life of this colony; and in com-
paring the figures for 1890 with those for
1900 the colony bad every reason to con-
gratulate itself upon the wonderful success
which had followed the efforts of the
Railway Department. In 1890 the total
amount spent, in construction and equig-
ment wag £833,083; in 1896 that expend-
iture had reached £2,316,824, or an
increase of 175 per centl.; while in 1900
the total cost reached the high figure
of £6,856,363, or an increase over the
year 1896 of 195 per cent. The total
wmileage open for traffic in 1890 was
188 miles; in 1896, 588 miles, or an
increase of 212 per cent. ; and in 1500, 1,355
miles, or an increase on the year 1896 of
130 per cent. Coming to the gross revenue
of the railways, this amounted in 1890 to
£45,113, equal to 13 days’ revenue at the
present tinde; in 1896 therevenue amounted
to £529,616, or an increase over the year
1890, for a. period of six years, of 1,071
per cent.; and in 1900 the revenue had
reached the very creditable figures of
£1,259,512, or an incresse of 138 per
cent. These figures showed an enor-
mously increasing revenue. The cost of
working the railways in 1890 was
£51,640; in 1896, £263,705, ‘or an
increase of 410 per cent.; the working
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expenses in 1900 reached £861,470, or
an increase on 1896 of 226 per cent. In
1890 there was a loss, after paying all
expenses, of £6,527; in 1896 a profit of
£265,911; and a profit in 1900 of
£398,042, or an increase of 49 per cent.
In 1890 the percentage of working
expenses to revenue was £114:46; and in
1806 £4979, which was the lowest
reached in the colony’s history. At that
time all were congratulating themselves
upon the low cost of working the rail-
ways and the large income received. In
1900 the percentage of working expenses
reached 26840, or an increase over the
previous year of 38 per cent. The earnings
per average mile open in 1890 were £240.
This increased in 1896 to £913, or an
increase of 280 per cent.; and in 1900
they increased to £930. The working
expenses per average mile open in 1830
were £275; m 1896, £455; and in 1900,
£636. The net retwn per average mile
open was always an indication of how
the railways were progressing, and this
in 1890 was £35 loss; in 1896, £458
profit; and in 1900 £294 profit; or a
decrease as compared with 1896 of 31 per
cent. The gross earnings per train mile
were in 1890 38-01; in 1896, 82-44:; and
in 1900, 71-70. The working expenses
per train mile were in 1890, 43-51; in
1896, 41-05 ; and in 1900, 49-04. In 1890,
after paying working expenses, there was
a loss of 550 per train mile; in 1896, a
profit of 41-3%; and in 1900 a profit of
22-66, or a decrease of 44 per cent. The
perceniage of profit to capital invested
showed a loss in 1890, with a net profit
m 1896 of 11°48, and in 1900 of 5-81. In
1890 the number of passengers travelling
was 251,898 persons; in 1896, 1,679,816,
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or an increase of 566 per cent. In the past .

year the number had increased to the
enormous figures, for this colony, of
6,225,068, or an increase of 270 per cent.
As another good indieation of progress,
in 1800 the goods tonnage was 60,692;
in 1896, 427,919 ; and in the past year,
1,364,429, or an increase over the year
1896 of 223 per cent. The passenger
traffic of 1890 wae equal to only 15 days
of the traffic at the present time, and that
of 1896 was equal to only 99 days of the
present traffic. The goods traffic of 1890
was equal to only 16 days of the present
traffic, and in 1896 to only 112 days of
the same,

Railways vote.

M=z. Moran : The larger increase had
been in the passenger traffic.

Mz. PIESSE: That was accounted for
by the Boulder railway. Looking at
these figures, there was great cause for
congratulation ; but it would be noticed
that the year which showed the greatest
profit in proportion to working expenses
was 1896, the year in which he took
office as Commissioner, when the profit
was undoubtedly very satisfactory, but it
had gradually fallen until this year, when
the net profit per train mile, after paying
working expenses, amounted to only 22:66.
The working expenses also had increased,
and were now 49'04 per train mile. This
was the critical question after all—that of
earnings and working expenses, and upon
that everything depended. Turning to
page 7 of the General Manager's Report,
it would be found that the gross per-
centage of working expenses to gross
earnings amounted to £6840, a decrease
of £2'51 as compared with the preceding
year, and £8-71 as compared with 1897-8.
There was ground for congratulation here
n the fact that there bad Dbeen an im-
provement since the year 1897.8, for the
figures had decreased by 871 from that
year to last year, and had since diminighed
by 251, thus showing there had been
some economy practised, and that the
department were returning toward the
point reached in 1898, There were
many reasons why the figures of 1896
would probably not be reached. Tt would
be interesting to turn to page 8 of the
report, where wounld be found what might
be termed the "pulse” of the railway
system, or, as it were, the barometer,
giving for the yeurs 1896 to 1900 the
average revenue per ton of goods handled,
ineluding live stock, und it would be
found the amount received was 15s. 4d.
in 1896. Those who remembered the
traffic in 1896 knew that the poldfields
receipts were enormous, and the depart-
ment were getting 50 per cent. more for
all goods conveyed over the railway
towards Coolgardie, and the contractor
who was completing the lipe was earrying
goods free of expense to the Government;
therefore the profits were greater during
that year than they had been since. In
1897 the revenue per ton fell te 1ls.,
accounted for by the reduction made in
the ratey; for the 50 per cent. was
knocked off, and the rates assimilated
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throughout the whole colony, on the
1st July, 1896; and there was a con-
siderable loss n consequence of this
reduction of goldfields receipts. In
March of that year we promused that
as soon as the rallway reached Kalgoorlie
we would introduce 2 new rate, assimi-
lating all rates throughout the colony,
We kept that promise by introducing a
new rate altogether on the 1st July, 1896,
These rates were reduced, and we found
in the following vear the average per ton
of goods handled (including live stock)
came down to 11s. 1In 1898 we found it
came down to 98, 4d. ; and we found, too,
that the percentage of working expenses
to revenue had gone up from 4979 in
1896 to 77'11, simply becauvse we were
carrying our goods at too lowarate. We
bad to look round for the reason why
there was such a difference beiween the
revenue per ton of goods handled and the
percentage of working expenses, and we
came to the conclusion that the rates
needed revising, with the result that a
new rate-bock was issued, coming in later
on, and increasing the rates by about
14 per cent. all round. Not on all goods
were the rates increased, but the actual
gross ingrease amounted to about 14 per
cent. We saw the result of that very
shortly afterwards, for in 1899 we found
that the average revenue per ton of goods
handled (including live stock) was 10s.
2d., and there was a reduction of per-
centage of working expenses to 70-91, so
that the change began to tell at once.
Although there was such a clamour at the
time, it was absolutely necessary that such
u revision should take place ; and when it
had taken place the tables began to turn
again, and we were on the upward grade.
That increase went on steadily, and in
1900 we found the average revenue per
ton of goods handled rose to 1ls.

{1 NovessEer, 1900.]

5d., with a reduction of percentage of 5

working expenses to rvevenue to 68-40.

the course the
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probably have been a loss. When we re-
membered the increases made in our rate
book, and compared the rates with those
in the Eastern colonies, we found that,
after all, Western Australia was still
behind those colonies in regard to her
rates. The tariff in Western Australia
was the most moderate in the whele of
Australia. Therefore we were doubly
fortunate in being able to show such a
result ar we had done this year. When
we looked at the low tariff and the high
rate of wages (because after all we were
equal to New South Wales and higher
than all the other colonies), and when
we remembered the high cost of water,
the beavy cost of maintenance, and all
the other charges conzequent upon the
working gf our railways—although we
certainly had some saving with regard to
coal—the statement given was a very
satisfactory one. The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) in alluding to
this matter last night, mentioned that the
cost of our railways was lower than the
cost of those in any other part of
Australia; and that was quite correct.
The cost of our railways in 1896 was as
low as £3,995 per mile, but it had sines
risen to £5,060. This, however, could be
accounted for by the fact—and no doubt
it was a wise arrangement—that in the
early days these works were carried out
in the most economical manmner, the lines
being, indeed, merely tramways. Rail
ways were put down in different parts of
the colony as cheaply as possible, and
the equipment was quite inadequate for
the work to be done at the present time;
but it was probably sufficient for the
period when the railways were built; and
although we bad congratulated ourselves
frequently on the low cost of our railways,
and perhaps had questioned the increases,
still those who watched the work of the
railways would agree that the increase

. had been necessary in consequence of the
Members would agree with him that -

Government adopted -

ut that time was the right line to pursue. |

Had we not faced the difficulty and a
great deal of abuse, he might say, from
people on the goldfields and other parts
of the colony, as to the change made in
regard to the rates, instead of making
such an amount of profit this year as we
had done the profits would have been
much less, and, in fact, there would

great increase of traffic. From time to
time we had added, first, rolling-stock
probably, and then additional eqmpment
upon our lines in conmection with our
interlocking, and also facilities for our
station yards, new stations, additional
gidings, and improvements in every
direction, which had brought the cost of
our lines up to the figure at which it
stood to-day.
Tre Premier: Heavier rails.
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Mr. PIESSE : Yes; heavier rails, in
different paris where they were necessary,
and of course that method of action was
still in progress.
forget the fact that although there had
been this increase, it had been wanted,
and to-day our railways were begiuning
to get at the stage they should reach, a
stage which would favourably compare
with that inh the Eastern colonies.
had listened with great interest to the
speech by the hon. member for BEast
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)-—with whose
figures bhe did not disagree—for there
was much in it to one who understood
the matter as he (Mr. Piesse) did. The
figures quoted showed it was absolutely
necessary there should be a further addi-
tion to the cost of our railmmys within
the next year or 18 months, and probably
the sum would reach the amount men-
tioned by that hon. member. We would
have to get it very quickly. We
had heard a great deal about the low
cost of carriage, and one instance here
went to show we should be very careful
in regard to reducing the rates. We
had had numbers of instances in which
strong representations had been made
for the reduction of rates, and in the
early part of last year there were lnrge
deputations giving powerful reasons fora
reduction. He opposed most of those
applications.. We were not able to do
anything better than we did at the time,
and the action taken then had heen justi-
fied. +*We had the working of the South-
Western before us, and what did we
find? The report said :

The result of the low rates charged is
especially brought to notice on looking at the
working of the South-Western Railway (vide
tables 1, 6, and 7), on which the principal
traffic consists of local timber and coal. The
net resulte of the whole traflic on this line
showed a percentage of £92-35 as the cost of
earning each £100 of revenue. The earnings
were £75,042 from goods, and £50,200 from
coaching traffic, live stock, and vther sources,
totalling £125,332. The cost of earning this
amount was £116,760, leaving a profit of
£9,582 only to meet the interest (£32,420, vide
table 2) on the loan capital of the railway.
The gross earnings per train mile—in spite of
heavily londed trains—on this line were also
lowest of any of the sections into which the
system is divided, being 4s. 5d. per train mile.

Me. GeorgE: There was long through
traffic and this line had to bear the
initia] cost.

[ASSEMBLY.]

After al]. we must not |

|

He

Railways vote.

Mz. PIESSE: One was not saying
anything against that. What he said
was that this system had been initiated in
1896, or at least the timber traffic was
initiated in 1896, so that gave another
reason why there had been a falling off in
our earnings. Then, when we had the
coal traffic, naturally we did our best to
try and develop that irade, and be might
say with good results to the Department.
The rate at which the coal was carried, a
half-penny per ton per mile, was non-
paying, and it would not pay to carry the
coal at that rate until we had greater
facilities, a heavier road, better engines,
and certainly a greater capacity of wagons,
Qur wagons were of a design which would
not admit of larger quantities being
carried than were carried at the present
time, in proportion to the number of
wheels running.

M=z. Wirson: As broad as it was long.

Mgz. PIESSE : That did not meet the
argument one was adducing. He was
only speaking of the cost. If the public
asked for further reductions in regard to
the carriage of coal or any other com-
modity, it meant that our earnings would
be reduced and our working expense pro-
portionately would be higher,

Mg. ILLiNgwORTH: Was it the Gtovern-
ment’s own coal that was carried ¥

Mr. PIESSE: The Government took
the coal at the price delivered at the pit’s
mouth. There was no debit made of the
carriage of coal.

Mr. Geomree: It affected our per-
centage, anvhow.

Mg. PIESSE : Seeing that the cost of
bringing a ton of coal from the pit's
mouth to Fremantle was only 5s. 8d., the
rate was very low, the distance being over
140 miles. He merely pointed that out

. a8 a reason why the working expenses

had risen so high on the South-Western
railway. That railway was the big cart
horse of the systew, as the Premier had
pointed out before. It was doing the
heavy work and haulage at a very low
cost.

Mz. GeorcE: And no credit was given
for the carriage of the Government’'s own
coal.

Mr. PIESSE: We now came to the
Locomotive Branch. It was not his
mtention to touch upon any more figures,
except casually. He had given reasoms
why all these things bad occurred. He
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had shown that although the cost of our
ruilways per mile had increased, that
increase had been rendered necessary by
what had taken place from time to time.
He had also shown that the high cost of
working as compared with the Eastern
colonies was attributable to many causes,
which he mentioned just now-—higher
wages, the high cost of water, the heavy cost
of maintenance in counsequence of ihe
difficulties we had had in regard to shops;
the high cost of maintenance, too, upon
our roads, which had not been in perfect
order in consequence of the lighter rails.
Now we were overcoming these difficulties
by having heavier rails, by the improved
condition of our grades, and by many
other circumstances. It was hoped some
little improvement would be made in
the direction of reducing our working
expenses. Of course, there was one
thing to be said. If representations
were made from fime to time for increased
wages or shorter hours, or other things
which had been alluded to in this House,
that would naturally mean an increase
in the working expenses. He thought
the member for Fast Coolgardie, when
alluding to this last night, said that
publie clamour should not be brought to
bear upon the railway authorities, either
to increase the working expenses or
reduce the rates, at the present juncture.
He (Mr. Piesse) thought we ought to go
on as were going now, and endeavour
to make the railwavs pay. If we gave
way to this pressure, we should find
ourselves in the difficulties which the
mwember for Bast Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes) mentioned last evening., Dur-
ing the past year there have been
many improvements in the railways in
regard to interlocking throughout, also
providing signals at various stations,
improvements in station yards, and other
works which had done so much to mini-
mise the risk in running over our railways,
and also the improved condition of work-
ing within our yards. In regard to Collie
coal, this had been of great assistance to
the department during the past vear,
lessening the expenses ; and he would like
to refer to the way in which the men who
had to use the coal had risen to the
oceasion, and had done the best that was
possible with it. To their efforts a great

deal of the success aitained in using '
Collie coal was really due, with the result !

(1 Novemser, 1900.]
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that we had now a good return from-it,
and the wen using it were getting accus-
tomed to it, and the coal was meeting the
requirements of the railways very satis-
factorily. He would like to refer to what
the Engineer-in-Chief stated on this sub-
ject in his rveport of 1894, page 16.
{Extract read.] This showed what was
anticipated in 1895, and we saw the
result to-day, for although he regretted
that the Collie coal industry was not
developing as fast as some people would
like, yet we must go on steadily in
accordance with the requirements of the
colony. The department were suffering
now from the want of appliances in the
time beiog for the more economical carty-
ing of the coal, but that would be obviated
in the near future. In regard to the
railway stores, referred to by the General
Magager in his report, he (Mr. Piesse)
agreed with the General Manager that
something should be done in the way of
providing a stores department for the rail-
ways. ‘The present system of having
numerous small stores throughout the
railway system, each branch baving its
small separate store, did not result in
economical working, nor was it con-
venient to the department ; and referring
again to the report of the Engiveer-in-
Chief of 1895, at page 13 it would be
seen that he alluded to the system then
and now in existence in connection
with the Grovernment stores, and stated
that we required a proper store system.
Nothing had been done in the direction
indicated by the Engineer-in-Cbief, and
the Gleneral Manager during his adminis-
tration had strongly advocated this
change, which must come very soon.
It would be necessary to provide a sus-
pense account for this purpose, not a
small amount, but an amount of probably
£150,000 to £200,000, which would enable
the department to overcome one of the
difficulties of the present fime. Take
the purchase of coal as an instance: large
stocks had to be taken in by the loco.
branch, and these were at once charged
to working ezpenses ; whereas if we had
proper stores accommodation with a
suspense account, that method of dealing
with the coal would be more satisfactory.
For some vears to come we should have
to deal with supplies of Newcastle coal
as well as Collie coal, and there were
many other things which should be
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placed in the suspense account, rather
than be supplied as they were now from
the Government Storekeeper. In regard
to the relaying of the line with heavier
rails, this had been alluded to by the
Premier a few nights back. It wus a
work that should be proceeded with,
and he understood the rails had been
ordered. No more necessary work was
required than that the KEastern rail-
way, from the point where relaid now,
should be completed to Kalgoorlie with
heavier rails. The report of the General
Manager referred to the re-ballasting of
the line. This was a necessary work,
but was one that need not be carried out
very rapidly, as it would run inte a very
large expenditure; but the object was to
place the road in a much better con-
dition. The ordinary ballast used at
present was of a character that did not
answer very well, as it was easily crushed
by the heavy weights going over it, and
there was also the constant dust cansed
by it. The other colonies were not
troubled by this dust nuisance on the
railweys fo any great extent ; but in this
colony it was a serious trouble, as anyone
would observe who travelled over the line
between Perth and the goldfields, and on
some other sections of the railway. 'This
dust nuisance was not only an incon-
venience to persons travelling over the
line, but it deteriorated our rolling-stock.
Refarence was made by the member for
Bast Coolgardie {Mr. Moran) to the
continuous brakes, and he said it was
necessary that something should be
done to place all the rolling-stock in
such a condition as to make it safe
by the application of these brakes. He
(Myr. Piesse) had wentioned last even-
ing, in regard to the passenger stock, that
the brakes were already supplied and in
use; but what the hon. member referred
to, and what was still required, was to
supply these brakes on our goods stock.
Arrangements were now made for all
goods stock imported to be fitted with the
brake-pipes before being sent out, so that
we were working up to date in that par-
ticular. The Mechanical Engineer in his
report referred to the fitting up of the
gtock which had been in use on our rail-
ways many years, and on which it was
desirable that these brake appliances
gshould be fitted. Still, we must go along
steadily, and this work would involve an
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expenditure of some £200,000 to com-
plete the requirements, so that this out-
lay might well be spread over a few years.
In regard to rolling-stock requirements,
several members had blamed the House
and also blamed the Government for the
inadequacy of the present rolling-stock.
No doubt we were suffering from the
want of rolling-stock to-day; but this
deficiency was nothing like that which
exigted in 1897. The pinch was beginning
to be felt now, and would be for some
time to come; but, after all, the Govern-
ment were not to blame in regard to this
matter. The Government bad, in fact,
met the requirements of the department
in every particular in regard to rolling-
stock, during the past three vears. Some
hon. members had stated that the General
Manager said in bis report the Govern-
ment had not done so. If members would
refer to the report, they would find noth-
ing in it of that kind, but what did
appear was that the Genera]l Manager
asked for additional rolling.-stock. No
one was to blame in this instance.
All those concerned had done their best
to provide the railways with rvolling-
stock ; and we must not forget the
remarks of the member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Illingworth) about two years
ago, when we were getting a large
quantity of rolling-stoclk in this colony,
and when he reminded us of what took
place in Victoria, by a large quantity of
stock being obtained in excess of require-
ments. No doubt those remarks were
intended as a caution to us, and at that
time there was in this colony some
depression, and we were beginning to
find ourselves burdened with a little more
rolling-stock than we actuslly required.
The heads of the Railway Department
realised that fact, und having this know-
ledge they exercised caution. To this he
might add what the Gleneral Manager
pointed out, that there was always a
difticulty in estimating the requirements
of the future in a countrv that was
developing rapidly. There might at any
time bean unforeseen change and perhaps
a little depression, and after all it was
hard to estimate the requirements very
closely. In regard to present require-
ments, when it was pointed out sowe time
ago that we required more stock, 300 new
wagons and 30 engines were ordered.

* These wagons were now in the colony, and
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the engines bhe hoped weuld be here
shortly. It was decided to order some 40
new locomotives of a new type, the designs
for which were prepared during the late
Mechanical Engineer's administration. A
short period intervened between his leav-
ing and the arrival of the new officer in
thiz colony, and the plans were not
proceeded with at the time.

Me. InuivaworTH: Were the plans
prepared here ?

Me. PIESSE: Yes.

Mz. GEoreE: What, the working
parts ? .

Mz. PIESSE: Yes; all the parts had
been designed here, and the designe had
been sent to the consulting engineer in
Londoen, and if he approved of the plans
as submitted, or advised that they should
be modified, the engines were constructed
accordingly. In this way there had been
gome delay in this connection; but now
that the Mechanical Encgineer had taken
up the work, there would probably be no
further delay. It had been said the
(Government had not met the wishes of
the responsible officers of the depart-
ment ; but he (Mr. Piesse) could assure
the Committee that ne one bad been
more anxious to meet the requirements
of the departnent than had the Govern-
ment; and, after all, no blame ecould
attach to them in this connection. If
there had been delays, they were of a
character which conld not well be avoided.
Neither he (Mr. Piesse} while Commis-
sioner, nor the officers of the department,
had caused the delay in the matter; but
there had been delay caused in connection
with the preparation of designs and plans,
which had interfered with the orders
going forward. Therefore he wished to
correct misstatements which had been
made in rtegard to this matter. In
regard to rolling-stock, since 1896 we
had ordered and placed on the rail-
ways of the colony rolling.stock to the
value of £1,177,377, and this House
had most liberally voted the funds
necessary for this most important work.
Though there was a scarcity to-day and
the department were much exercised
regarding pressing requirements ; still, if
the public would, as in the past, use a
little forbearance and try to assist the
department, the existing difficulty would
soon be overcome. If it were impozsible
to get stock from England in time to relieve

[1 Novemeer, 1500.]
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the present shortage, it might be obtained
elsewhere.  The member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) made a mistake last
night, or was wrongly reported in a
manner which might mislead the public
to the belief that they were running some
danger in travelling on the railways. The
hon. member was reported to have said
the service was unsatisfactory and unsafe
for want of proper rolling-stock, and that
the railway officers had reported they
were runmng their trains at great risk
for want of adequate power, and that
their words were “working with in-
adequate, unsafe, and unfit roling-
st.occ}(.” Bvidently the hon. member did
not wish these wards to be placed in
inverted commas, as they appeared in
the Press; and as a fact, in no instance
had the officials used these words in
speaking of the rolling-stock. One officer
said the stock was in fair order. [ME.
Georee: Only “fair”’] Much of it
wag in good order, and there was some in
only fair condition.

Mr. Georaez: The officer simply said
the departmental records showed the con-
dition was fair,

Me. PIESSE: The officer in question
had only recently taken up bis work,
some six weeks prior to his making a
report; consequently he had to refer to
the records, which showed the condition
of the stock was only fair. The words
used might be misleading, for there was
no real cause for anxiety in regard to the
safety or fitness of the stock, some of
which was in falr and a pgood deal
in excellent condition. For passenger
traffic, however, the carriages and brake
appliances were quite safe. Regarding

administration, the member for East
Fremantle (Mr, Holmes) stated last
night it was his intention, when the

items of increases in salaries came before
the Coimmittee, to deal with them indi-
vidunally and to move certain reductions.
This was regrettable, because the small
increases set down were fully justified by
ihe long service of the officers and the
onerous duties they performed. Even in
1895, the report of the Engineer-in-Chief
stated that the administration of the
railways was good, and went on: * That
the whole of the decreases in working
expenses are due to improvements in

" eonstruction works should not, however,
» for a moment be imagined, as it is in the
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power of the traffic branch (whilst per- ! ment service.

forming its most important functions of
keeping in touch with, and meeting the
requirements of, the public) to very con-
siderably diminish or increase the working
expenses, not alone in its own branch,

[ASSEMBLY.]

but alsoe of all other branches of the -

working railways service, by good or bad
administration, as the case may be. That
is to say, the resnlts as a whole must
neceseavily depend very largely on the
arrangement. of the train services so as to

work with the least possible waste of

time and power; and it cannot, therefore,
I think, be doubted by anybody that the
satisfactory results which have recently
accrued on the railways are largely due
to the (eneral Traffic Manager, and also
to the loyal service of the officers he has
got around him.” That referred to Mr.
Davies in 1895.

Mz. Hormes: The Engineer-in-Chief .

would not say so to-day.

Mr. PIESSE: Having had an ex-
perience of Mr. Davies since 1896, he
(Mr. Piesse) had every confidence in that
officer, for the success of the railways was
largely due to Mr. Davies’s unswerving
loyalty and determination to do his best
in the interests of the country; and an

Railways vote.

He had been first engaged
at £600 a year, which was subsequently
increased to £800; and now, after nearly
four years’ work, it was proposed to
increase his salary to £900. If this were
a private concern, the position would be
worth at least an extra £300 a year. The
department earned a large sum of money
for the country, and qualified officers were
necessary for its success. The position
of the Chief Accountant was also very
important. Since 1896 he (Mr. Piesse)
had made it a rule to adeguately recognise
the service of all railway men. Theyshould
be well paid for their work, because they
bad in their hands the making or marring
of this great department.

M=. HormEes: Had the Chief Accountant
compiled the figures in this report ?

Me. PIESSE : They were compiled in
the Accountant’s office.

Mz. HorLmes: But that officer was in
London at the time.

Mxz. PIESSE: The Chief Accountant
entered the service with a good reputa-
tion, and gince his arrival nothing but
good had been heard of his work.  That
was proved by the Auditor General's

" report. In 1B96 both the Railways and

officer who, in 1891, was engaged at £800
a year to work a railway system with °
" Accountants in both branches of the

an income of only £43,000 a year, should
surely be paid something extra when the
earnings reached the magnificent figures
of one-and-u-quarter millions sterling.
The increase of salary was very small;
for if this were a private concern it would
be felt the responsible officers were not
properly paid unless their salaries were
doubled.  Although the public were
sometimes dissatisfied with the General
Manager, still, from his own koowledge
of that officer's work, he (Mr. Plesse)
could say the General Manager had done
his duty without fear or favour in the
interests of the country; and when the
“item of his salary came before the House
he hoped the hon. member (Mr. Holmes)
would not move as he had threatened
last night. Mr. Short, the Chief Traffic
Manuger, was respected throughout the
whole of the service, as well as by the
public. He was a most deserving officer,
very highly thought of by his previous
employers, had some 23 or 24 years
experience of railways, and had worked
night and day since entering the Govern-

l

‘Works Departments were in difficulties ;
but in the recent report of the Auditor
General praise was given to the Chief

service.

Mgr. HoLmes: The Auditor General
had said the Railway Department mis-
appropriated funds.

Mz. FTESSE : That officer could judge
of the capabilities of the Accountant, and
the Committee would doubtless agree to
the increase. Regarding the Chief Traffic
Msnager, there was ample justification
of his work in the claims settled during
the past three or four years. In 1896 the
claims, outside of fire claims, amounted
to £4,000; in the next year they were
reduced to £450. They bad gone up
slightly since, but had not exceeded
£1,000 per annum; so that there wasa
reduction, by carefully looking after the
work, of some £3,000, and in one instance
of nearly £3,700. Take the proportion
of working expenses in 1897, when the
Chief Traffic Manager assumed office.
This proportion was then 26 per cent.;
it had now come down to about 20 per
cent.; so there was a saving of 6 per
cent., and for this year alone that meant
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& saving of nearly £40,000-—an ¢enormous | to get their goods carried probably at

saving, achieved simply by careful ap-
plication to duty and proper placing of
the men in their positions. The Chief

Mechanical Engineer entered the service .

with a good reputation, the result of some
26 years’ experience, most of which was
gained in New Zealand, where he had
held a similar position. Reference had
been made to the Interlocking Engineer,
who bad gone on & short trip to England
for a well-carned holiday. That officer,
at the time of the strike, had assumed

control for a short period until the new

Locomotive Engineer was appointed, and
had done this without extra remunera-
tion. A slight extension of leave was,
however, given him, and he took a trip
to England. It was desirable in the
interests of the country that officers of
various branches should have an oppor-
tunity of taking leave at stated periods,
for they could thus look at other railway
systems, and perfect themselves in their
profession, no man being too old to learn.
As to another officer in connection with
the permanent way (Mr. Dartnell), he was
absent for a time, and during his absence
the work was taken over by the next
officer, Mr. Light. During t.ge vear all
those officers had done their utmost to
carry out their work satisfactorily, and
on the whole the country was to be con-
gratulated upon having a deserving class
of men who were doing their very utmost
in the interests of the service. Ome
wished fo pay this tribute to these officers,
who had worked with him during the
past four years. He could only speak of
them all in the highest terms, and he
would like to say again that he was sure
we had at the head of our railway system
o most capable man. He -certainly
thought, notwithstanding little differences
which had arisen from time to time, and
which the public had mentioned in a way
not too complimentary, with regard to the
working of the Railway Department, the
railways were a credit to the country.
He had made inquiry in other places he
had visited, and found that the little
difficulties which cropped up here cropped
up there. The railway authorities were
not at any time in very great favour with
the public. They came very much into
contact with the public, and there was
constantly a little jarring which went on
from time to time—people endeavouring

- lower rates, or to get more goods than they
should do under the regulations. People
tried to obtain all sorts of concessions,
vexing the spirit of the Minister and
trying him to the very utmost, by
the most unreasonable and unheard of
requests. They asked for things that no
maun would ever believe could come from
the brain of other men to annoy and
worry a man occupying such a position
as that of Cominissioner of Railways.
‘With his long experience of four and a-half
years he could assure members that if
they wanted to do an injury to a
fellow man, the way to do it would be to
appoint that man Commissioner of Rail-
ways, in a country such as this, where
there was so much iunterference on the
part of the public. He had nothing more
to add to-night, except that he thought
this country had in its railway system a
systemn which was equal to anything in
Australia. It was making headway, and
it bad done an immehse work. [TaE
PrEMier: Hear, hear.] Had it not been
for the extension of a pioneer character
which had been carried out during the
administration of the present Govern-
ment, we would not have seen the great
development which had taken place in
this colony. We must attribute to the
redlways the great success which we had
obtained to-day, and that success would
not have been achieved had it not been
for the foresicht displayed. He gave
credit to the statesman who bad filled the
position of Premier in this colony, because,
after all, many of these works had been
initiated by the right hon. gentleman,
and had it nof been for the work which
the Premier had done from time to time
in advocating the building of many of
these railways, we would not have seen
the great system we beheld to-day. Our
railway system was a creditable one; it
was one of which this colony could be
proud, and he said in all earnestness,
let us not vex the spirit of the people
who had the control of this system,
the men whe had in their hands

. the making or marring of the destinies

of the railways, but let us give encourage-
ment to men whom we had placed in
control, and not trump up—and he said
this to the public of this country—so
many vexatious and minor complaints
which caused trouble and difficulties to
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those who bad the working of the railway ' by day than they had been for years.

system.

Me. GEORGE: As one of the members

representing the much attacked South-
Western Railway, he wanted to point out
to the House and the country that the
South-Western Railway was not * the
old man of the sea.” The great traffic
that had come on the South-Western
Railway had been the goods, a large pro-
portion of which went long journevs over
the Eastern Groldfields railways, yet the
South-Western Railway had, on account
of ifs geographical position, to hear the
whole of the initial expense in connection
with the making up of traivs and starting
them. BHe would refer members 1o the
report of the General Manager, in which
that gentleman stated most diséinetly
with regard to this line that the coaching
on the line paid, but the goods traffic did
not pay. And why did it wot pay?
There was a tremendous quantity of stuff
used by the Government for their own
railways, this passing over the South-
Western Railway, and the railway getting
no credit whatever for it. Ome would
like to point out a little matter in
connection with the report that had
been laid before us, and he was going
to congratulate the mnew Mechanical
Engineer—although that officer had been
here only a little time—on the fact
that he knew how to write a report and
say what he meant. That officer stated
distinetly all he knew, and us to
what he did not know, he gave the source
of hie information, so that hon. members
could form a fair judgment upon it. The
House and the country were to be con-
gratolated on the fact that at last we
had a man in charge of the locomotive
workshope who was not only a first-clasa
engineer, not only a first-class tradesman,
but a man who understood the just mean
between employers and employees, and

he (Mr. George) believed that the new
" could discuss the merits or demerits of

mechanical engineer would make a great
success of the department over which he
had been placed. It was desirable to
emphasise what was said in the report of
the General Manager as to the work-
shops. Now it had been settled that the
workshops were to go to Midland June-

+ trained to the positions.

tion, let us have no shilly-shallying about .

it, but if we had the means-—and tle
Premier said we had—-let us put up the
workshops, which were more needed day

The period during which the repairs
might be deferred, or the repairs wight
Le very slight, had practically gone with
regard to our locomotives, and it had
vearly gone with regard to our coaching
stock. Unless we enabled our officials
to put the rolling-stock into good con-
dition, one would not envy the Commis-
sioner of Ruilways his position in less
than twelve months from mow. When
the next report had to come forward,
unless we could get wmore adequate
appliances for dealing with this great
and important matter, the balance sheet
would, be was afraid, be one that would
not make the poor unfortunate Trea-
surer smile. If there was one thing
mnore than another which this colony
required in relation to the increasing
amount of traffic, it was thal we should
bave a uniform system of beavy rails
throughout our railways. The days of
light rails, like the days of light budgets,
had gone, and gone for ever. Light rails
were not suitable for the traffic we had
now, and they entailed upon this colony
an enormous expense in connection with
our locomotives. If members would turn
to the report dealing with locomotives
they would find there were seventeen
distinet classes of locomotives in this
colony, and & great number of those
classes were rendered necessary by the
fact that we had rails of different
strengths. There had been some talk
with regard to various advances to differ-
ent persons connected with the railways.
He was not going to discuss persons; he
desired members o put entirely on one
side the individual who occupied the
position, and to ask themselves first of all
what was the pesition oceupied and what
was an adequate return for the responsi-
bilities which had to be uudertaken. If
members wonld make up their minds
what was a fair thing to Le done, we

the present holders afterwards. To hold
these positions successfully men required
not only a life-long training and skill, but
such gualities of tact, patience, and endur-
ance as few men indeed possessed unless
It was easy to
launch out from the fair lines of eriticism
to actual prejudice or feeling aguinst
individuals. 1If the men in charge of the
railways —whether oue referred to the men
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at the top or the men at the bottom— .
were simply actuated by the feeling that °
there were so many pounds and shillings |
going to them, we should never have what | B
we had a right to expeet, what this colony
wanted, and what we strove for in our
private capacity—a feeling of loyalty to
the employment which could simply
regult in administrative success. TIn these
matters, while broadly we could criticise
officials, we must he very careful not to
kill the spirit of zeal, without which the
administration of our railways or any other
thing was not worth a snap of the fingers.
He had intended to refer to what he
thought had been a jarring element in
connection with the department for some
years, and before he sat down he might
perhaps make some slight refereunces to
that in as kindly a way as he could. A
great deal of the trouble, which had not
been ullowed to die out—he hardly liked
to say which had been fanned up—came
from the fact that some few years ago
it was consjdered necessary, in the in-
terests of the whole of the colony, that a
gentleman, against whom there was not
much to say, who was then General
Manager of the railways, should be
relieved from that position and allowed
to direct his great intellect and great
qualities to the duties of engineer to the
Public Works Department, of which he
was now chief. In private life, anyone
who had been engaged in a certain work
and was relieved of his duties, had always
a sort of fesling of semi-jealous eriticism
towards the person who succeeded him.
It was only natural one should imagine
and believe that no one could do the work
a5 well as oneself; and he thought he

[1 NovemsEer, 1900.]

was speaking within bounds when he said
that was the feeling whieh had actuated
that gentleman, for whowmn be had great
respect, and who had served his country
fur better as Engineer-in-Chief in the
Public Works Department. than he could
have done as General Manager of the
Railways.

Mr. Convor: The results were better
than the hon. memnber had said.

Mr. GEORGE: What did the re-
sults show? This gentleman was made
not General Manager of Railways, but
was made Engineer-1n-Chief, to reorganise .
the grades and facilities in connection
with the railways. He went thoroughly
into that job and, well qualified as be was, |
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did it well; and in order that the depart-
ment might carry on the work without
any friction between himself and the

gentleman who was practically gemeral
manager, that gentleman applied for and
got the title of General Manager of Rail-
ways. So far as the general management
of the railways was concerned, in connec-
tion with the trafic or anything of that
sort, Mr. O’Coonor had practically little
to do, and would not himself contend he
had more to do with the general business
that what had been indicated.

A Memser: The hon. member was
wrong.

Mr. GEORGE: The statoment was
not wrong. From the day on which the
Royal Commisgion on which he sat, gave
ity recommendation and this gentleman
wag relieved of his duties, this had been
the sore point with Mr. O’Connovr, und
every member must be aware of that
fact. He (Mr. George) could say unhesi-
tatingly that bad he accupied the position
wh.!ch ha,d been filled by the member for
the Williams (Mr. Piesse), he would
have felt it his duty to let Mr. O'Connor
understand that if he left the railways
alone and attended to public works, it
would be better for Western Australia
and for Mr. O’Connor.

Mr. Connor: The railways had paid
better under Mr. O’Connor.

Mr. GEORGE: Figures could be
made to show almost anything. But
let hon. members compare the mileage
when Mr. O’Counor was general manager
with the mileage of 1he present day; let
them compare the condition of the rolling
stock, which then was practically nil,
with the coodition of the rolling stock
to-day; and let them compare the
quantity of goods that had to be earried
then and the quantity carried now. If
that were done, no inference could be
drawn that the railways had paid better
then than they paid now. If the mem-
ber for East Kimberley (Mr. Connor)—
though this was far below the hon.
niember’s dignity—had a small grocer’s
shop outside Perth——

Mg, Coxvor: Orevena brass-foundry.

Me. GEORGY: Or even a brass-
foundry, which was not a bad thing at all, -
becange there were no “ticks,” on the
metal, and the “pigs” were perfectly

, pure. If the hon. member kept a small

store in t.he neighbourhood of Fremantle
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or Perth, and managed to sell 12 tins of
jam at a profit of 2d. per tin per week
and made 2s. on the transaction, and if
six years afterwards someone else took up
the work and sold 200 tins of jam at 3d.
per tin profit, the hon. member might
just ag well say that in selling the.dozen
tins at 2d. profit he had made the busi-
ness pay better. He (Mr, George) depre-
cated strongly the idea that the head of
any department had a right, either pri-
vately or publicly, to assist in fomenting
disloyalty to the head of another depart-
ment. This was pretty strong language
to vse.

A Meuser: Did Mr. O’Connor do that ?

Me. GEQRGE: In his opinion, Mr.
(O'Connor did, and he believed it could be
proved beyond doubt that one person in
the Engineer-in-Chief's department was
for some counsiderable time engaged in
geiting up facts and figures and in writing
pamphlets, the bulk of the information
in which had been riddled—he bardly
knew whether he should say ‘riddled,”
and perhaps he bad better say dribbled
out in the House by one member and
then by aunother. The head of the Rail-
way Department was not found employing
his men to search into matters in connec-
tion with the Public Works Department,
nor had the head of the Public Works
Department been made the subject of
adverse criticism. If such a course had
been taken, the House would in a moment
have said that it was an impertinence
bordering on impudence; and he (Mr.
George) upplied the same term as strongly
as he could to any officer of a department
who, instend of attending to his own
work, used the officers and the informa-
tion at his e¢ommand, and the time the
country paid bim for, in fomenting
disturbances and disloyalty, which could
only result in the destruction of all zeal
in the administration of the railways.

Severar MewmsEers: Quite right.

Mr. Hiomam: Let the hon. member
give real facts.

Me. CONNOR moved that progress
be reported. The discussion was assuming
rather a serious tome, when charges of

[ASSEMBLY ]

this kind could be openly levied in the '

House against the head of one Govern-
ment department. If such charges were
to be passed over in a light manner, he
did not see any use in hon. members
being in the House. )

Railways vole.

Motion {progress) put, and a division
taken with the following result : —

Ayesn e 7
Noes ... 18
Majority against ... 11
AYES. NoEB.
Mr, Connor Mr. Darlét
Mr. D. Forrest 8ir John Forrest
Mr. Holmes Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Kingsmill Mr. George
Mr, Moran Mr. Hubble
Mr. Solomon Mr, Hutchizon
Mr, Highnm My, Tlingworth
{Tellor). Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Mitehell
| Mr. Pennefnther
Mr. Piessa
Mr. Rason
Mr. Sholl
| Mr. Vosper
Mr. Wallace
Mr. Wilson
L]&Zr. good
r. Gregory
{Telier).

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. WILSON: B0 many excellent
speeches bad been delivered, and so
many figures placed before hon. members,
that very little was left to be said;
indeed, 1t was scarcely possible any
new light could be shed on the Railway
Department. The member for the Wil-
liams (Mr. Piesse) had given a mass of
information, and he (Mr. Wilson) could
not help thinking the conclusions arrived
at by that hon. member showed private
railways were not so bad as the Govern-
ment always tried to make out; in fact
the ex-Commissioner of Railways had
convinced bim that private railways
could be run even more cheaply and
better than Government railways, and
that we wight possibly be wmaking a
mistake in sticking to the old plan of
inststing that all our railways should le
owned and run by the Government.
What we wanted in a new and young
country with a limited population, and
therefore, limited borrowing powers, were
the best and cheapest facilities which
could he provided for the public gener-
ally; and it did not matter whether
these facilities were provided by the
Government or private capital, so long as
the public eonvenience was made the first
consideration. The Premier, hon. mem-
bers knew, did not believe in privately-
owned railways, because his attempts in
that direction had proved failures, as
illustrated by the Midland Railway
and the Great Southern Railway. They
had proved failures, so far as the
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country was concerned, for the reason
that they were built on the land-grant
system, large areas of country being con-
sequently locked up in a manner injurious

{1 Novemser, 1900.]

to the people of the country; but the :

fact that mistakes had been made in the
past was no reason why we should con-
demn privately constructed railways:
and if lJand-grant railways were objec-
tionable, as be admitted they were and
that they were not in the interests of the
public, yet there was no reason why we
should not allow vailways to be privately
constructed, leaving out the land-grant
principle. While he was not in favour
of allowing private enterprise to con-
struct trunk lines, yet such enterprise
might well be allowed and encouraged in
the case of lines like the Collie-to-gold-
fields direct, or a line from Port Hedland
inland, or a Jine from Esperance inland.

The construction of these lines by private

enterprise would not only be in the inter-
ests of the travelling public, but would
also stop the borrowing policy of the
present Administration. With regard to
the enormous increase in the capital cost
of our railways, and also the enormous
increase In revenue from them, these
increases had been remarkable to an
extent beyond experience in other colonies
of Australasia; yet while our railway
revenue had increased greatly, our expen-
diture had increased equally, and in fact
had gone up by leaps and bounds. There-
fore, we had to keep a tight grasp on the
expenditure, 50 as to keep it in fair propor-
tion to the working capacity of therailways.
The reason why we had such a good time
in regard to our railways was that the
passenger traffic was the largest in pro-
portion to population in any part of
Australia; and this large proportion of
passenger traflic was due to the fact that
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stated by the member forthe Williams (Mr.
Piesse), was about the most moderate
tariff in Australin, and in fact goodscould
be carried heve not only as cheaply but
more cheaply than wag the case elsewhere.
This was only to be expected in view of
the capital cost of our railways being so
much less than the cost elsewhere in
Australia. Nature had lent its aid to the
economical construction of our lines ; and
as this was the main factor in theexpense
of working the railways, therefore we
were enabled to carry goods cheaper than
gimilar goods were catried in other
colonies. But against that we must take
mto account the fact that we had our
railways running through large areas of
unpopulated country, passing from one
centre of settlement to another, with no
traffic between, and this necessitated an
increased cost of working. The more
closely the country became settled with
population, the better these railways
would pay ; and taking this into consid-
eration, our railways bad accomplished
a great work in the development of
‘Western Australia. Considering the low
rates of charge and the low capital cost,
together with the large areas of unoccu-
pied country to be crossed, our rail-
ways bad produced as good results
as could have been expected, and
better results than had been obtained in
other colonies of Australin. As to the
rates charged on the South-Western
railway, he admitted they were too low,
especially as the main products carried

i were timber and coal; but so far as coal

we had an unsettled population, that the .

greater porfion of our population being

adults, they travelled to a greater extent

than in more settled countries. There-

fore so sure ag we got our centres settled

and got the women and children settled in
them, so surely would our passenger traffic
not continue in the same large propor-
tion, but would fall away in proportion
to our population. We must keep this

fact in mind, so that in the future we

should not expect our enormous revenue
to keep up and go on increasing. The
railway tariff in this colony, as had been

was concerned, it did not affect the profit
on the railway system very much, beeause
nearly all the coal conveyed tu Perth and
Fremantle was used for locomotives on
various parts of the rulway system, so
that whether the coal was carried for
half-a-crown or five shillings a ton was of
small moment as to profit and loss on the
whole system. But there was a certain
proportion of coal, though not much, that
wag carried for the Public Works Depart-
ment ; and if this were carried at a loss,
that loss would affect the profit on our
railways. He believed about 1,500 tons
of Collie coal were consumed in connec-
tion with the Works Department during
the past 12 months; so that if we had

. lost 1s. or 2s. per ton on this ameunt, it

was not of much moment. A halfpenny
per ton per mile for the carriage of coal
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ought to pay the cost of haulage. He
had this on the authority of one who had
been connected with private railways for
many years, and who said he would be
glad to haul as much coal as possible at
this rate and for any distance, and he
would undertake to show a margin of
profit.

Me. Moran: Who was this expert?

Mz. WILSON said he did not mention
any names. He agreed that with full
loads and a great quantity, this traffic
might be worked at a profit, even at a
halfpenny per ton per mile.

Mr. Moran: A pgood deal depended
on the water supply over long stretches
on the goldfields.

Mz, WILSON said he admitted it.
If timber was being carried on the South-
Western line at a loss, as he believed it
wag, 80 far as our local market was
concerned the rate should be raised, and
we were not justified in carrying timber
at o loss to be made up by the general
public. Those using the timber within
the colony should be willing to pay a fair
charge, and a little over; but in regard
to the export of timber, the guestion wore
a different aspect, for if it were desired
to compete against timber produced in
other countries, then perhaps as a matter
of policy we should be justified in
reducing the haulage rate below cost for
carriage to the ship; bul this was the
only thing that could justify such redue-
tion. He did not advocate this system,
because he believed we had a timber
which would hold its own in any market
for special works. He believed the

[ASSEMBLY.] -

timber companies in this colony during -

the last two years had ruined their trade
by unhealthy competition; therefore he

did not advocate that Parliament should .
assist those people to cut their own |
| statement of the ex-Commissioner (Mr.

throats in that manner, and so injure the
industry. He agreed that the rates for
carrying timber should be raised so as to
cover working expenses, besides inferest
and sinking fund. Much had been said
detrimentally to the use of Collie coal,
and the other day one member of this
House moved that Collie coal should not
be used on mailway locomotives during
certain months in the year, on account of
the liability to throw off sparks and set
fire to farmers’ produce. Fortunately
that motion was not carried. The
General Manager's report showed, at

Ratheays vote.

page 13, an enormous saving through
the use of Collie coal; and the table
showed the average consumption and the
average cost per train wmile. The cost
for Newcastle coal was stated as 2-49d.
and Collie coal 1-66d. Had Collie coal
been exclusively used, the difference in
cost for last year would bave been
£14,580,

Mgr. GEoreE: The proportion of Collie
to Newcastle coal was 438 to 60.

Mr. WILSON: In that case, there
was, last year, a saving by the use of
Collie coal of something like £8,000 to
£10,000. There was a net profit alto-

. gether of something like £162,000, of

whick at least £10,000 was the direct
result of using Collie ¢oal.

Mr. Morarn: A very good interest on
the capital expended in opening the
Collie coalfield.

Mze. WILSON : Any small loss on the
haulage of coal was amply compensated
by this enormous saving. In 1895 the
railways were practically starved for want
of rolling-stock, and the exzcuse given
was that locomotives had to be designed
in the drafting office Dbefore being
ordered. That excuse was unwarranted,
for the lending makers would not build
locomotives to apecial desigus. They had

| their own designs, and would alter them

in matters of detail only.

Mg. Presse: The locomotives were
designed here.

Mer. WILSON: Then such designs
were merely copies of the standard
drawings of the makers, with some slight
alterations. Having had experience in
engine building, he lmew that for a fact.
This was the same old excuse ag that given
regarding the non-erection of locomotive
shops, that plans were going backward
and forward for alteration. Possibly the

Piesse) might be accepted that enough
rolling-stock had been ordered; but there
was no satisfactory explanation regarding
maintenance. If the rolling-stock on
existing lines had been maintained in
good order, we should not have had
complaints of shortage. Without neces-
sary appliances and tools it was impossible
for the railways to he properly equipped.
With workshops such as those at
Fremantle, no engineer could secure an
expeditious output, and with the erection
of proper shops at Midland Junction the
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bulk of the trouble would disappear. As | constructed under the charge of his

the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Moran) had stated, much capital would
have to be spent on existing lines. Tt
was no use projecting new railways until
the existing lines had been properly
equipped ; the position exhibited by that
hon. member's figures mnust be faced, to
avoid trouble in the near future. The
greatest difficulty would probably lie in
raising the money, which could, however,
be overcome by a little judicious manipula-
tion and by flying some more “ Lites,” an
art in which the Premier was an expert.
Regarding the rajlway officials, the
General Manager, though, perhaps neces-
sarily, obstinate and determined, was
doubtless u very capable officer, as was
shown by the result of the working of the
railways. He had great difficulties to
overcome, and the country was to be
congratulated on having men like Mr.
Dawvies, and Mr. Short, the Chief TFraffic
Manager, in charge of the railways. He
{(Mr. Wilson) had kmown Mr. Evans, the
Interlocking Engineer, for some years
before coming to this colony, and believed
that officer to be capable, energetic, and
skilful. Previously, Mr. Evans had been
employed in installing interlocking gear
on the Queensland railways, and this
colony wag not to be blamed for securing
his services when he had finished
the contract his company bad entered
into to instal interlocking gear on our
railway system. Regarding the rates,
whether the railways were owned by
Government or by a private company,
the public would always clamour for
reductions, and grumble if they had
occasion ; and it was for the officials to
remedy just complaints. The real griev-
ances of the officers was political inter-
ference. [M=. GroreE: Hear, hear.]
It was injudicious for members of Parlia-
ment to ventilate every petty complaint
in the House. [TaE Premizr: Hear,
hear.] Constant dropping would wear
away a stone, and must discourage the
head of a department, and make him
cease to take interest in his work.
Unless there was something serious to
complain of, the administration should
be left alone, and should not be harassed
with complaints brought to light by some
disloyal or disaffecied member of the
staff. He sympathised with the General

department rather than by the Public
‘Works, because if railways continued to
be constructed by day labour, the Rail-
way Department must have charge of
the line even before completion; and to
have one department constructing the
line and another running the traffic was
detrimental to public interests. This
difficulty could, however, be overcome by
allowing the works to be invariably done
by contract. Then tha Works Depart-
ment could supervise, and the line would
not be handed over to the Railway
Department till completed, and there
would be no confusion. Though bitterly
oppased by the labour party, the contract
system resulted in better and more
economical work ; and if it were adhered
to, friction between those two depart-
ments would be averted.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. B. C. Wood): It was not
his intention to follow the custom of his
predecessor in office and give a report on
the workings of the railways; but he
would content himself with the report of
the General Manager, which had been
alluded to in favourable terms by all the
speakers on this vote. Itwas very credi-
table to the department to hear such
speeches as thoze made by the member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran), the
member for the Williams (Mr. Piesse),
and the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), which were in severe contrast to
the lachrymose tone of the member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes), who never
saw any good in anything. If the hon.
member were to peep in & looking-glass,
would he see anything good there?

Mr. Grorar: That was against the
Standing Orders: it was a personal reflec-
tion.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The contrast between the speech
of the member for Fremantle and those
of the hon. members he had mentioned
was very great indeed. As his (the
Commissioner’s) connection with the
department had been of brief duration,
it would be presumption to claim credit
for anything that had been done; he
gimply said in his opinion the railways
were uncommonly well inanaged and the
results spoke for themselves. The travel-
ling public were highly satiefied with the

Manager’s desire that railways should be | way in which they were carried, and in
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which the trauffic was taken over the
lines. One hon. member referred to the
traffic being very * sick,” and the trains
not running to time, but be had heard
it eaid that one could set one’s watch
by the rumning of the railway trains,
and he believed it too, especially the
running of the Kalgoorlie trains. The
railway, lines compared most favourably
with any of the lines in the Eastern
colonies. He had travelled over those
lines and had kept his eyes open, and he
could assure members that the railways
in this country compared favourably with
the railways and the way in which the
trains were run in the Eastern colonies.
As to the rolling-stock, that had been a
burning question for a great many years,
but the department was quite alive to the
responsibilities, and was making every
effort, as had been the cage in the past, to
keep up to date and cope with the
increased traffic. So far as light rails
being replaced by heavier rails was
concerned, and which had been veferred
to by the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), that was being done as far as
possible. There were only a few miles—
a couple of hundred—left on the line
between Southern Cross and Coolgardie
to be completed. There were about 85
or 90 miles of heavy rails in the colony to
do the work, and the balance was on the
way. When the light rails were taken
up there would be no difficulty in dis-
posing of them. There was a great
demand for these rails. One hon. mem.
ber mentioned that these rails were not
worth much, but they had a market value
which was not so very far below the price
of new rails. Even at the present time
there were several inguiries for these
rails, and the supply was not equal to the
demand. It was not his intention to say
much on the question to-night. We
wanted to get on to the details, and if
the details were attacked in any way
to do his best to defend them and satisfy
hon. members. Individuals in the de-
department had been attacked by hon.
members. He thoroughly indorsed the
remarks which had been made by the mem-
ber for the Williams, and the member for
the Camning, that it was not fair to
attack individuals in Parliament, as had
been done. As to the General Manager,
who had been referred to as obstinate,
all he could suy was that he was a strong
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man, and we must have a strong man in
the position. The General Manager of
the ratlways of Western Australia was a
man in a thousand, and it was necessary
for him to receive proper support from
his Minister, and under those conditions
he would not go far wrong. As to the
increase of the General Manager’s salary,
he sincerely trusted that it would not-be
attacked by members; if there was one
man in the country who deserved recog-
nition it was the General Manager of the
railways, who was a most earnest man,
and gave his whole sole thought to the
railways. Therefore it would not be right
for tha Commitiee to interfere with the
increase. Perhaps the proportion of the
earnings of the railways was not so great
as had been the case in the boom times
of 1896, but all he could say was, that out
of the net earnings of the railways
the department had handed over to
the consolidated revenue since 1897,
£726,245.

Me. Mogan : That was without sink-
ing fund.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
‘WAYS: That was without sivking fund.
He commended the estimate of his depart-
ment to hon. members, and he trusted the
Committee would soon get through the
details and get on to the next department,
he did not care how soon the Colonial
Secretary’s estimates were reached; he
would be exceedingly glad when the
Commissioner of Railways estimates were
passed. He trusted to the good sense,
and to the good feeling of members to
get through them as soon as possible.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: It had been
his intention to deal at considerable
length with the railway report, but after
the very able and exhaustive speech of
the member for Bast Coolgardie, it was
scarcely npecessary for any member to
deal with the report at length. He would
be only repeating with less effect remarks
which had already been made. He did
not intend to refer at any length to the
report ; the hon. member for East Fre-
mantle had spoken sirongly on the rail-
way estimates, and we had had a very
clear annlysis from the member for East
Coolgardie. There could be no doubt that
the result reached by the member for East
Coolgardie really presented the actual
facts we had to face in connection with
the department. He wanted to say what
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he said on a former occasion that we
could go a little too far in our intense
desire to provide rolling-stock, The real
thing we wanted done at the present
moment waa to get the workshops com-
pleted, aud the ineffective rolling-stock
put on a proper basis.
rolling-stock that could not be used.
There were reports before hou. members
from the leading officials, the General

Manager himself, and others empbagising
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until the whole of the lines were laid with
heavier rails. He was not casting any
reflection on what had been done in the
past; he considered that the Government
had acted wisely in starting with light
rails and cheap construction. He had
complained even at the amount of money
that had been expended, but his complaint
had been as to the waste on stations and

. things of that character, but on the rail-

the point that all that was required was

effective workshops,to deal with the roll-
ing stock. We should not be carried
away too much in our desire to have new
rolling-stock put upon our lines, because
we should increase the cost very largely,
and that meant increased interest and
increased capital cost of the whole service,
of which he had always had a most whole-
some dread. In Victoria they had to face
the effects of this. They had a tremendous
wheat traffic, and the two faults there,
which were likely to occur here, wers
worth emphasising. There was a con-
stant howl for trucks, and new rolling
stock was put on to the lines in order
that trafic would be served for a few
months of the year. Then, in Victoria,
they had to deal with an egually danger-
ous thing : the political and united influ-
ence to reduce freights in certain directions
for the benefit of the producer. These
things had to be watched in this country
if we wanted to put our railways on a
good basis. He had always said tha
our railways should be run on commercial
principles, and from that we should not
depart. He was willing that freights
should be so far reduced in a wise direc-
tion, but it must not be a reduction that
would bring us below the actnal expenses
and interest and sinking fund. The
Committee were indebted to the strong
remarks of the member for Bast Cool-
gardie on this particular point. We had
been living in a sort of fool’s paradise in
regard to our railways, because the lines
had cost £3,000 a mile, according to the
estimate, and because we had a lar

increase of traffic and had shown good
results, therefore, we had counted on that
amount as the actual cost of the railways ;
but the railways were only half built.
‘We had to build thess railways to bring
them into an effective condition, which
they were not at present, and would not
be until they were blue-metalled, and

ways themselves we had acted wisely, even
though there was a considerable expense
in laying light rails and taking them up
to put down heavier ones. We had to

+ feel our way, and to do a lot of work in a

s

little time. It was important to give a
railway across stretches of country, even
if the railway was imperfectly made. We
were establishing a railway system which
niust be on a soundly constructed basis.
By the time we got our existing railways
on a sound basis they would have cost
£6,000 a mile; it might be more, but it
would not be less. Our railway freights
must be brought to a standard which
would pay interest, sinking fund, and
working expenses. The system of work-
ing as shown by the General Manager, had
not arrived at anything like the standard
we would like to see our railways placed
in, Two years ago he mpoke somewhat
on this point in regard to the relative
proportions of the expenses and earnings,
and we got down one year as low as 57
per cent. -

Mz. Pipsse: Forty - nine decimal
seventy-nine; that was at the time the
hon. member said we wounld never see it
again,

Me. ILLINGWORTH : On that
occasion he had =maid that we would
never see it again; that was pretty
certain. In connection with the Eastern
Railway, which was the big trunk line of
our raillway system, we had got down to
54:37 per cent. That was a very greab
consideration : 5437 meant that we were
earning and suffering somewhere else.
That could not be maintained at 54 per
cent. unless we were starving our lines
gsomewhere,and hehad contended all along
that we starved the lines by not repairing
our rolling-stock and keeping up the
permanent way of this colony. With the
long lines and the water difficulty, we
could not expect to get an average much
below 64 or 65 per cent., and we bhad
reached, according to the table, an average
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of 68'51. He was not stopping to deal
with minor matiers, but was dealing with
the broad question of the railway system ;
and on the Northern Railways the per-
centage was down to 6481,

MEg. Mograr : The trafic must be very
searce.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : That was the
general average, but it was a long and
expensive line. The expenditure on the
Great Southern Railway rose to 760, and,
consequently, when we dealt with the
money actually earned, we found that
out of every £100 the sum of £92 went
in working expenses. He understood—
though he might be incorrect—that the
Railway Department bought its coal at
the pit's mouth, and carried it to the
place where it was required, without
making any charge.

Mz. Presse: That went to working
expenses.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : But the whole
of the coal for the whole of the milway
systemn had to be carried from Collie
to Perth, and consequently, the South-
Western system was loaded with the
whole of the carriage. :

M=z. Moran: The ex-Commissioner
wits not sure whether that was charged
against this line or the working expenses
a8 o whale,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Was there any
charge at all 7 'Was it debited ?

Mz. Presse: It would be charged to
working expenges for hanlage.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : If it was not
debited, this particnlar line was loaded
with the whole of the coal for the whole
of the railway system,

Mz, Moraw: That was the point on
which the ex-Commissioner was not sure.

Mz ILLINGWORTH: If this car-
riage was debited, was it debited to the
right line? The ex-Commissioner of
Railways had said it was not debited, but
that the coal was taken at the pit's
mouth and carried for nothing. He (Mr.
Ilingworth) fancied that the coal was
practically carried for nothing so far as
bringing 1t from the Collie was concerned,
and as a result, the South-Western line
was debited with the whole carriage of
the whole of the coal for the railway
system.

Mz, Piesse: It was debited to the
whole of the train mileage from Collie,
and was spread over the whole of the
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expenses. It was generally debited against
the working expenses. '

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : If there was
not a correct debit kept, he (Mr.
Illingworth) could not save the South-
Western line from the charge laid against
it by the General Manager of costing £92
10 earn every £100.

Mr. Piesse: The same principle
operated when carrying ballast.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : No doubt if
the coal were carried for nothing it would
come out right in the end so far as
profit and loss were concerned, but it
would not be right so far as the debit
to the relative systems was concerned.
The general result was that out of the
several systems oaly two actually paid
expenses, interest, and sinking fund ; and
the Bastern Railway was the particular
railway which made up the general profit
referred to in the veport. We were
getting to a dangerous point when we
kad three systems out of five which "id
not pay working expenses; and if that
were to go on, we would find ourselves in
a position which would show a loss in the
genera) result, and the only way in which
that could be remedied was to have fair
carriage rates established on all lines.
The railways must be run on commercial
prineiples, or otherwise we would not have
anything to fall back upon in the case of
losses, which could not be made up by
general taxation. Members of Parlia-
ment were all in the same position, in
that they were approached to get the
railway rates reduced. The same con-
flict had arisen in Vietoria, and the result
in that colony was that with an endeavour
to crowd the lines with rolling-stock, at
every man’s command every minute, and
with rates to accommodate certain indivi-
duals and certain producers, the whole
system was brought to its knees. Ifhon.
members had any judgment, they would
try to prevent that result in Western
Australia, and there was no necessity,
even though the-capital cost of the lines
rose to £6,000, to carry on the railwaya
at a loss. Taking the railwaysasa whO{e,
he must confess that the reading of this
most excellent report led him to the
conclusion that we were gradually and
steadily, since the abnormal times a few
years ago, putting our railways om a
sound commercial basis. There was a
steady increase in the final capital results
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that was satisfactory ; but there must not | report of the General Mauager, and so

be too much yielding to the cry for
rolling-stock. The rolling-stock ought to
be effective ; but the first thing was to
put that which we bad in thorough
working condition, and when that was
done we would know exactly how much
new stock was required. The system
must be stopped of meeting exigencies of
the moment by getfing new rolling-stock
and leaving the old rolling-stock to lie
idle. That position of affairs had been
caused by insufficient appliances, and he
urged strongly that the Railway Depart-
ment should give its first attention o
establishing efficient workshops for the
repair of existing rolling-stock, when, he
believed, it would be found there was not
such a shortage, by a long way, as was
now thought. TIf the old system were
continued the department, hike that in
Victoria, would find itself with a great
deal too much rolling-stock’; and while
there should be all the stock necessary,
there should not be too much to lie waste.
Speaking generally, he agreed with hon.
members who regarded the results of the
working of the railways as satisfactory.
There were plenty of individual defects,
and there always would be, because a big
system like this could not be run without
mistakes and a great deal of inefficiency
in different ways ; and it was the duty of
members to whom information came, to
very firmly eriticise defects, which had a
habit of growing serious if not checked.
He was not disposed to complain of hon.
members who pointed out deficiencies in
this or any other department, because
they ought to do their duty to the system
and to the country.

Mgz. Piesse: The cheap cost of con-
struction in early days had meant higher
cost of maintenance since.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: That was
understood ; but the hon. member must
remember we had not reached the main-
tenance stage. Maintenance would be an
increasing quantity, and the time would
come when rails would be worn out and
new razils would have to be put down out
of maintenance. One of the things which
would affect the system most, would be
the keeping of rolling-stock in a proper
and efficient condition. That must be
done, and to him it appeared to be the
most important thing in eonnection with
the Railway Department. So said the
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said all the special reports which were
included in his report.

Mz, Presse: And so said all of us.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Let us hear
no more about plans not having arrived.
That was simply humbugging the whole
community, for there was no necessity
for plans going backward and forward,
and the real explanation was that the
Government had not the courage to go
on with the work, because of the money.
‘We must get this thing put on a sound
basis, and he hoped the Government
would take notice of what was in their
own reports, and also of what hon. mem-
bers had said. On the whole he was
Elea.sed to be able to congratulate the

overnment and the country on the
efficient condition of our railways.

Me. WALLACE: A wonderful change
was noticeable in the attitude of members
on the question of the railway vote, as
compared with previous years. Nodoubt
the late Commissioner of Railways noticed
the change, and this change of tone
might be due to the change of Ministers
in this department, or it might be due to
the tone of the General Manager’s report.
Hon. members who had lately opposed
expenditure on the construction of new
railways were justified by the several
reports on the railways mow before the
Houee, all stating that the rolling-stock
was in a condition described as fair to
bad, the best being fair. The reports
also stated that the locomotives were
unsuitable for requirements.

Mg, Piesse: Some.

Mz. WALLACE: The report said
more locomotives were required as soon
as possible. This was the first time he
had heard so many members compliment
the General Manager on his report, and
he (Mr. Wallace) complimented him in
having sent a report which might be
accepted as true and accurate throughout.
Those members who travelled over the
railways lmew that the rolling-stock was
not in the condition which it ought to be.
Accepting the fact that the average cost
of our railways was over £5000 per
mile, he would like to ask whether it was
considered wise and economical to go on
constructing railways, especially lines on
the goldfields, in the like manner in
which they been constructed hitherto.
Take the case of the Mullewa-Cue line,
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would it not have been cheaper to have
made that line properly at first, to have
equipped it with embankments and
sleepers, and all requirements necessary
for making travelling safe, rather than
baving to expend money continually, and
large amounts in making up afterwards
what ought to have been done in the first
instance. Onecause of complaint against
the management of our raillways was the
defective condition of the lines, and for
this defective condition the officers could
not be held responsible, although they had
to carry on the work. Many dangers and
inconveniences were manifest on these
lines, and it should be remembered that
the officers were not to blame for the
delays and accidents which ocewrred in
consequence of the defective construction,
and the incomplete equipment, especially
on the Murchison line, which should
have been constructed as & traffic line.
Mr. Piesse: That line was of an
experimental character when constructed.
Mr. WALLACE : Had the engineers
surveying it tfaken the advice of old
gsettlers they would have known that the
line was in parts considerably below the
old water level. He was told that the
cost of making up the banks to a proper
standard and doing every necessary work
on that line would increase the cost toan
amount almost equal to that which had
been first expended. The locomotives on
that line were not of sufficient power to
draw the necessary loads, and if there
were more than one train load to be
carried, why not send one or two extra
trains per week, and not bursi up
engines by excessiveloads? The General
Manager's report referred to the un-
remunerative rates charged on the rail-
ways, and he was glad to hear honm.
members agree that the time had cowe
to work the railways of this colony on
commercial principles. It was unwise to
advocate the reduction of freights when
such reduction would be a very heavy
charge on the working of the lines. In
regard to the rates for minerals, there
wasg a minimum of 150 tons, and in view
of the erection of a State smelter at
Geraldton he did not see why persons
who sent smaller parcels of ore for shorter
distances should not be able to send them
as cheaply as was charged for ore sent,
say a thousand tons, from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle. The rates for trafhc of that
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¥kind ought to he brought up to a paying
point, and he would advocate that course,
although he lmew it would be unpopular
on the fields. He hoped that any new
railways to be constructed would be of a
permanent scale, and not be on the scale
of light railways so much advocated by
some people, but which were really
expensive in the long run, because of the
cost of bringing them up to a proper
standard. Would it not be better to
build up a good traffic line with proper
sleepers and heavy rails, rather than have
to go to the expense of bringing the line
up to a proper standard. Excessive heat
in some parts of the colony affected the
light rails especially, so that the weight of
the passing locomotives caused the light
rails to sag, thereby increasing the risks
to the travelling public, and to the
department in regard to compensation.
The railway officials were to be congratu-
lated on the fairness of their report,
especially for its candour regarding the
deplorable state of the rolling-stock, and
the necesssity for large expenditure on
this and on locomotives.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner
of Railways as well as the responmsible
officers of the department must be over-
joyed at the complimentary tone of this
debate. It was satisfactory, too, to find
hon, members giving so much attention
to the department, for scarcely on any
previous occasion had the speeches been so
exhaustive. For their criticism the Gov-
ernment were much obliged to the mem-
berg for East Coclgardie (Mr. Moran)
and the Canning (Mr. Wilson).

M. IrLiveworTE : And to the member
for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes).

The PREMIER: No. That hon. mem-
ber should not be included. His contri-
bution was abusive merely, and showed
10 appreciation of the importance of the
railway system. Regarding that hon.
member’s speech he would have some-
thing to say presently. It was pleasing
to note hon. members addressing them-
selves to this subject so intelligently that
one would think they had served a long
apprenticeship to rallway management.
It showed how astonishing was the growth
of one’s intelligence when one became a
member of Parliament. Take, for instance,
the case of the leader of the Opposition,
who talled as if he had been connected
with railway management all his life.
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M=r. IuinaworTH said he was still
learning.

Tee PREMIER: No; evidently the
hon. member had learnt. It must be
very satisfactory, not only to hon. mem-
bers themselves but tv the country, to
find that railway management was so
well understood in Parliament, and that
figures were quoted with such glib accur-
acy, even to two or three points in
decimals, showing the interest taken in
the working of the department, which was
further evidenced by the frequent use of
technical terms, as, for instance, in the
speeck of the member for Yalgoo (Mr.
Wallace). Last night the member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) repeated
what he bad said on two previous occa-
sions; and notwithstanding the explan-
ations he (the Premier) had given, the
hon. member again stated to the country
that the Government accounts were so
arranged at the end of the financial year
as to show £16,000 as a credit when it
ought to have been a liability. He (the
Premier) had again and again explained
that this £16,000 had been paid by the
Treasurer on account of wages, and that
the amount had not been recouped to the
Treasury by any voucher; that it repre-
sented two weeks' wages, which would
give fifty-four weeks i the year; and
that he was not prepared to pay fifty-four
weaks' wages in a year, seeing that he
had authorisations for only fifty-two
weeks ; and having taken over two weeks
at the beginning of the year, he was not
prepared to pay two weeks at the end of
the year as well. Tt was inexplicable that
such an explanation should be unsatis-
factory. If the Treasury paid fifty-two
weeks’ wages in a year, surely that was
all that could be asked of the Govern-
ment, as of an individual firm; and how
could an hon. member, who was expected
to be fair-minded, repeat such statements
and make assertions, such, for instance,
- as that the whole of the wages was not
paid in June, but that a portion was
charged against July. That allegation,
he believed, had been abandoned.

Mz. MowgEr: Did the Premier apply
the same fifty-two weeks' principle to
revenue as well as to expenditure ?

Tae PREMIER: No more than fifty-
two weeks’ revenue could be got in one
year. The year commenced on the lst
July and ended on the 30th June. The
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books were always closed at the end of
the month. Of course there were col-
lections for several daye afterwards, but
they were collections of revenue due
and not collected during the year from
the different out-stations all over the
colony. Why should a member so iden-
tified with the progress and development
of the colony as the hon. member in
question (Mr. Holmes) desire to make
out that the country was in a worse
position than it really was? The hon.
member’s policy could not benefit him-
self, and was the result of a desire to
disparage the Gtovernment of the day.
Surely the desire should be to believe, as
far as possible, that the finances were
satisfactory. Something had been said
about the accounts not being paid at the
end of the year. If any Government or
company were to manipulate accounts by
keeping some back and not paying them
at the end of the year, that would be
very improper. But there always would
be accounts unpaid at the end of the
year, and the payments would run through
the whole of next year, and perhaps for 2
longer period. If at the end of the year
the whole of the year's operations were
examined, there must be found zome pay-
ments made in respect of the previous
year, or even of the year before. - And
ihe same applied to the other side of the
ledger. In all businesses, were there not
many accounts outstanding at the end of
the year? How many thousands of
pounds were due on the 30th June to the
Railway Department wbich were not col-
lected during the vear in which the debts
were.inenrred ?
Me. GregorY : There should be none.
Tee PREMIER: Here was another
wiseacre who knew everything. Could
he carry on a business and get all his
debts in on the 30th June? It was
impossible. No doubt there was a large
outstanding awmount due to the ruilways
alone that came into another year. It
was impossible to get the accounts exactly
up to date, and the Government could
not take c¢redit for outstanding amounts
which we were going to get im two or
three days’ time, or two or three weeks.
M=z. Presag: The outstandings of the
railwaye sometimes amounted to £36,000.
Tae PREMIER: For the year. The
next year it might be the same. There
were always a lot of outstanding accounts,
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and if we wanted to go into that matter
of what accounts were unpaid and due
on the 30th June and npot submitted for
payment, we must also take into account
the amount of debts not collected.

Mr. Witson: In business, debts were
taken into account.

Turg PREMIER : The Government
could not do that: they must have the
cash,

Mr. A. ForrEsT: The Government
got in a8 much as they could: so did
every man in business.

Tae PREMIER: The Government got
a8 much in as they could. He did not
know why in regard to the Railway
Department, where there seemed to be
nothing but praise from most hon. mem-
bers, we shopld have these pin-pricks
from the member for East Fremantle.
This was the third speech which the
member for East Fremantle had made,
attributing dishonourable motives to
everyone. One did not desire to notice
them, but one must notice them. He
offered the hon. member a select committee
at the beginning of the session to look
into these matters, but the hon. member
had not taken advantage of the offer.
These charges were made against indi-
viduals, and the hon. member had not
taken advantage to investigate them,
although a select committee was offered
him. Ome did not know where the hon.
member got his ideas from, but the hon.
member’s action was not that which we
should expect from a member who repre-
sented a constituency. For himself, he
(the Premier) would not take the trouble
to speak in regard to these matfers, but
there were other people who could not
defend themselves. There were the civil
servants of the country whose characters
were sought to be taken away from them,
and he was going to speak for them. He
said to the hon. member “TLet him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.” The character of a civil servant was
just as much to him as the character of
the hon. member was to himself, and the
hon. member had no right to take
advantage of his position to defame the
characters of honest people.

Mg. IriivewortH: He never men-
tioned the name of anybody. Whom did
he defame?

Tar PREMIER: The whole Railway
Department. One was pleased, indeed, to
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bear the remarks of the member for the
Murray and the member for the Canning
in regard to this mutter. How was dis-
cipline to be maintained in this immense
service of the State, if cruel aspersions
were cast upon those who had the control
of the department ? Were they going to
carry on under the lash of hon. members
in this House imputing to them dishon-
ourable motives? Was that the way to
encourage good administration, to encour-
age men to do their duty fearlessly, or
was that the way to demoralise them and
make them as bad as the hon. member
said they were? He was sorry the hon.
member was not in his place, so that one
could ask the hon. member to take a
word of warning from his political chief,
given in good taste. How were these
men 0 be maintained in the civil service
if members forgot themselves altogether,
and took advantage of their position to
defame and hold up to contempt the
characters of men who had nothing else
but their good name to depend on?
Take away the name of a good official,
and where was he? Absolutely stranded.
While pleased to hear the member for
the Murray speak so well in regard to
this matter, whose sentiments were in
accord with one’s own, one regretted the
hon. member spoke on ancther sub-
ject not with that care, he thought,
and not with t{hat vegard to the
feelings of others which should actuate
all of us. Whatever differences there
might be hetween the Engineer-in-Chief
and the General Manager, he did not know
anything about them: they never came
under his notice. He might say be had
the greatest regard for both officers. He
believed them to be most excellent officers,
and he thought the General Manager wag
a thoroughly good and zealous officer
desirons of doing his very best for the
country, and he knew very well the
Engineer-in-Chief deserved well of the

ople of this country. The Engineer-in-
Chief had been engaged on immense works
costing millions of money; he had been
here exght years, and no one had said a
word either against his ability, bis honour,
or his integrity. We were fortunate
indeed, and it had been a great relief and
a great source of safety to himself and
those engaged in the administration of
the Grovernment that we had & man we
could thoroughly rely on to advise us;
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a man who was above suspicion in the
great works which had been carried
out. Sveh had been the case with Mr.
0’Connor, the Engineer-in-Chief. There
was no occasion for friction.

Me. Wirgon : There was friction P

Tae PREMIER: There was no neces-
sity for friction in either department, and
he regretted very much to hear there was
any. He thought it had died out long
ago. Whatever it was, when the member
for the Murray saw iv print what he had
said, he would think, perbaps, he had
overstepped the mark somewhat and
regret, what he did say. In regard to the
working of the railways as a whole they
were a great institution of the country, a
great factor in the Dbusiness advance-
ment of the country, without which
we should not be able to prosper or
carry on the affairs of this great colony.
‘We must do our best to extend our rail-
way system in every direction where it
would pay. He did not wish to go an
further than that, He did not at all
agree with those who said it was neces-
sary for us to aliut. the railway system of
the colony in all its branches into perfect
order, into the order one would expect in
an old country such as the mother
country. That was not necessary at all.
What we had to do was to perfect those
portions of the railway where the goods
traffic was great and the passenger traffic
large. In all other parts we could have
our pioneer railways still, and need not
have all the important appliances in those
parts that we had in the more crowded
centres, where the traffic was large and
continuous. We had done well iIn our
system. It would nmot have been wise
for s to have gone to a large expendifure
at first. 'We built the lines as cheaply
as possible, and as the requirements
increased we increased the facilities, and
in that way we had acted wisely. He
had heard a great deal was necessary to
make our railways perfect—in fact he
had been told the General Manager said
all our railways ought to be covered with
blue metal. Though notan expert, he (the
Premier) took the liberty to differ from
the General Manager in that respect.

Mzr. Mogan: The General Manager
never said so. What the General Mana-
ger said was that one line, that line being
the line from here to Kalgoorlie, should
be treated in that wajy.
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Tee PREMIER: Good gravel was
good enough for any railway, in his
opinion. As for saying it was full of
dust and not strong enough, one knew
that it was as solid as rock, especially after
it had had some rain. He could under-
stand the argument that the course sug-
gested should be adopted for the sake of
cleanliness, but the argument by the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth), that the change was neces-
sary for stability, was one he did not
agree with.

MEk. Moraw: The General Manager
reported that blue metal was necessary
for stability on the main line, so that
heavy engines might be run over it.

Tae PREMIER: One would like to
have the opinion of the Engineer-in.
Chief on that point.

Mr. IrciNaworTE: Then there would
be friction.

Tag PREMIER : Gravel was asstrong
as any material we bhad, and he did not
think it necessary we should put blue
metal over all our railways. We could
go on very well with sand and a little
gravel on the top, on the ontlying
portions, but where the traffic was great
we must perfect our system. With
regard to the railway from here to the
Collie, he was glad the discussion brought
out a fact he was not aware of before,
—that the railway from Perth to Bunbury
and the Collie was not getting the credit
it should with regard to the work it did.
He was aware that the Collie line was the
working man of the family—the poor
man-—but he did not know that it carried
all the coal required for the rest of the
system in the colony. If the Collie coal
was carried from the Collie fields to East
Perth Station for nothing, he thought he
must have a little chat with his friend
the General Manager.

Mr. Moran: That was not the case.
The cost was credited all over the colony.

Tae PREMIBR: If the railway
carried all the coal that was required in
the rest of the colony, the line there cer-
tainly did a great deal more than its
share. Other paris of the railway carried
some ; but, after all, it made no difference
which lines of railway paid or which did
not. On the generul system the ultimate
result was the same for the colony.

Me. Iruiveworra: It loaded omne
system more than another.
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Tee PREMIER.: Yes; but he did not
suppose anyone expected thatevery single
branch ling was to pay its way. There
must be a system. We must have a rail-
way in order to carry coal, even if the
railway did not pay.

Me. A. Forgesr: Five hundred tons
of coal ran into this station every day.

Tue PREMIER : Doubtless his friend
the General Manager would look into this
matter, and see if any injustice had been
done to this hard-working poor line—
the poor man’s line.

Mke. irnineworTH: The pet railway.

Tae PREMIER : If any injustice was
being done to this line, the railway
officials would, he was sure, rectify it.
He could only eay, in conclusion, it had
given him and his friend the Commis-
sioner, and the Government altogether,
much pleasure to find® that their endea-
vours this year had met with the approval
of hon. members., One thing he noticed
had not been referred to, that being the
difference in the shape in which the
Estimates were presented to hon. mem-
bers. There was always a complaint that
sufficient details were not given as to the
employess and officers. The Government
tried to remedy that this year by treating
the Railway Department exactly in the
same way as all other departments,
Although that had been a great deal of
trouble, the Railway Department were
only too anxious to do whatever they were
asked to do, and to give all the informa-
tion; in fact they gave it to a larger
degree than he (the Premier) desired.
He did not know that any difference
would result to the finances, but it might
be satisfaciory to know that the railway
estimates in regard to officers’ salaries
were presented in the same shape as were
those of the other departments.

On motion by Mr. GREGORY, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-58 o’clock,
until the next Monday evening.
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Caitle Quarantine.

Tegislatibe Assembly,
Monday, 5th November, 1900.

Question : Mail Contractors’ Charges — Question :
Relief to wife of absent Boldier—Question ; Tick
Cattle and Quarantive—Lenve of Absence—Eal-
goorlie Tramwaye Bill, third reading—Leederville
Tramways Bill, third reading—Fremantle Tram-
woye Bill, third reading—Roads aud Streets Closure
Bill, third reading—Trustees (Coloninl Securities)
Bill, third reading—Aunnpunl Estimates, Committea
of Supply, Railways vots, debate resumed, adjourned
-—Arlfoumment..

Tax SPEAKER took the Chair at 7-30
¢’clock, p.m.

PravERs.

QUESTION — MAIL. CONTRACTORS’
CHARGES.

Mr. WALLACE asked the Premier,
What was the object of the following
new condition applying to mail contrac-
tors (wide Government Gazetle, 26th
October, 1900) :—* When mails are con-
veyed in wheeled vehicles, the charges
made by the contractors for the convey-
ance of passengers and parcels will be
subject to the approval of the Postmaster
Greneral ”

Tae PREMIER replied :—The con-
dition referred to is not a new one, having
been in force since July, 1893, in accord-
ance with a resolution passed by this
House.

QUESTION-RELIEF TO WIFE OF
ABSENT SOLDIER.

Mzr. WALLACE agked the Premier: 1,
Whether the attention of the Government
had been drawn to the distressed condi-
tion in which a Mrs. Walker was alleged
to be, whose husband was at the fromt
fighting in South Africa. 2, If so, what
was intended to be done to relieve her
from distress.

Tae PREMIER replied :—1, Yes, but
only recently. 2z, The Patriotic Fund has
contributed £10, and inquiries will be
made in the matter.

QUESTION — TICK CATTLE AND
QUARANTINE.

Mzr. WALLACE asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands: 1, Whether it
was true that tick-infected ecattle, not
intended for slaughter, had been per-
mitted to leave the Quarantine Yards at
Fremantle. 2, If so, (a.) On what date;



